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| {To the Honourable the Lady 


Bridget Roberts, Grace be with . 


you, Mercy and Peace irom 
God the Father, and from the 


Lord Jefus Chriſt, the Son of the 2 Fob: 3. 


Father in Truth and Love. 


Mapam, 


TH IS Emment Saint, now inGlery, 
| having been ſixteen Years your 
' Soul guide, to the eternal Advantage of 
your ſelf, and deareſt Relations, and your 
Ys LTlouſe being ( as it were) the Sanduary 
> for Divine Worſhip, for the ſpreading of 
Religion through the Country. This can- 
not but render his Memory to you pre- 
cious 3 and you may expe}, that as they 
had the Benefit of his Miniſtry from your 
Houſe, they ſhould receive the Memoirs 
of -it from your Hands. IT make no A- 
pology at all for what's In the Narra- 
tive, but only for what's left out. I 


am (perhaps) ſo needleſly ſcrupulous of 


offending any, that (perbaps) I may even- 
tually pleaſe none. Be it jo. *Tis Spiritual 
Profis Taim at, if Ican but hereby pro- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


woke and encourage to what 1 deſervedly ; 
imiteble : I gain my point. © I ſhall ſay © 


nething particularly to your ſelf ; ſhould I 


eak any good of you, though never ſo 
oy me he look liks Merry, which 
1 abhoy ; and to ſheak ill of you (with 
Truth) is beyond the Power of your moſt 
captions Enemies (if you bave any (ch. ) 
Go on therefore, as you have begun, pra- 
&ically to remember the ſound Do@rine, 


and Non-ſuch Example ſet before you; ® 


avhbich i beyond any thing that . can be 


- faid, or done by me; I ſhall always add 


my poor Prajers, that in ſo doing, you 
and yorrs way be bleſſed in both Worlds. 
Though this may by ſome be accounted 
the leaſt : Yet this as really the moſt that 


can be done by 


Madam, 


Your Ladiſhip's moſt hearty 
(ctho' moſt worthleſs) Servant, 


8 aymel Anneſley. 


To 


' 
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' To my deſervedly honoured Friend 


—— 


—— 


Mr. Fobn Brand, the only Bro- 
ther of Reverend Mr.7ho. Brand, 
now ſleeping 1n Jeſus, Grace , 
Mercy and Peace be multiplied. 


JiRs 


ans MVI7, delay of thus itl drawn Portrai- 
ture 4 *utterly inexcuſable. I'll 
fie down therefore under the Cenſure of * 


i#, to be ſo long in tacking together ſo 
ſhort @ Story ; which though it be true 


' (and that is all the good that gan be ſaid 


of it, yer) *tis pity ſuch Truths ſhould - be 
expoſed, ſo deſpicably naked , as to 


bave no faſhimable Ornament, to ven- 


' deer it acceptable, ſome being firſt taken 


with the Dreſs, and that infinuates the 
Matter : To this Þ'i ſay n0t a word for 
my ſelf, and but a few to the Subjeft. 1 
am more than a Witneſs, how ſollicitons 
Jon. were in fitting your Brother for the 
Miniſtry, he came firſt into the Wirld, 
but (I think) you were firſt in Chrift : 
Pardon me for giving a hint of your 
Sonltravel for his New-birth. 1 cannot 
for- 


> 


Jer. 2. 2. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


forget, how reſtleſs you were, till you 
had brought his tronbled Soul to a well 
grounded Peace. TI remember (and Chrift 
much more) the Kindneſs of your Youth , 
with what zeal you ſet out your Race : 
Go on, dear Sir, go on with a growing 
Vigor. It us not long ſince you thought 
to have been in Heaven before your Bro- 
ther ; but be hath got the ffart of you , 
and hath left you tuch an Example, 
which xs more to you than to any one 
elſs in the World; follow him cloſe (tho 
1 hope you will come late to Heaven ) 
in hs Piety, Charity, and Uſefulneſs all 
manner of ways; That ngne may com- 
plain (is Miniſterial Ys wok only ex- 
cepred) That Mr. Thomas Brand #s 
acad while Mr. John Brand Eves; And, 
O that he may live in your Poſterity, that 
you and yours may be the Bleſſed of the 
Lord from one Generation to anothcr. 
So prays, 
Dear Sir, 
Your Soul-ſervant, 


Samnel Anneſley. 
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The LIFE 


Of the Reverend 
Mr. THOMAS BRAND. 


| Ould to God you could 2 Cor11.1. 
bear with me a little in | 
my folly, and indeed 


bear with me, for | have under- 
taken what-I can no way perform, 
{o much as to my ows, much leſs 
to others latisfaftion, when the col- 
leting of ſome Memorables of 
Mr. Brand's Lite was deſired of 
me [ too {uddainly conſented, not 
ſufficiently conſidering, what Difft- 
culties beſet me: Namely ſome 
things of greatef? moment muſt 
not be mention'd at all,either ſome 
Perſons, or Times will not bear it ; 
in other things, Places and Perſons, 
upon the ſame Realons, muſt not 


be named : -and of thole things 
B which 
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The Life of the 


Fon. 8. 45. 


which may be ſpoken, where they 
can't be mention'd without com- 
mending of him, others of name, 
will count themſelves reproach'd ; 
and what {capes thefe difficulties, 
is attended by another, which the' 
it be really better, 'tis in ſome re- 
ſpecs worle, 'fis that which Chriſt : 
charged the Fews with, becauſe 7 / 
tell you the truth you believe me 
not : So, when I ſhall mention 
{omewhat done by him , which 
perhaps was never done by any 
before, thoſe -that have Pazth e- 
nough to ſave their Souls, may 
want Faith to credit ſuch a Rela- 
tion, tho! atteſted by ſuch evidence 
which is in its kind infallible. What 
ſhall I do? muſt I ? ſhall I, yesI will, 
venture out a crippled Diſcourſe 
which will preſent you with ſome- 
what worthy your acceptation , 
and let that procure your pardon 
for the-mangling the reſt, 


Mr. 


; Rewerend Mr. Thomas Brand. 


Mr. Thomas Brand was born at His Birth- 


Leaden Roothing, in the County of 
Eſſex, in the Year, 1635. his Fa- 


' ther was Mr. Thomas Brand, a Dig- 


nitary of the Church of England, 
the mentioning of this, unavoid- 


; ably leads me to obviate the only 
; plauſible Objection againſt hus 


being ſo zealous a Diffentcr, to 
which I need ſay but this: Hs 


chief Zeal was neither for, 
nor againſt any Party 
whatſoever, but for the 
vigorous promoting of the 


| found Knowledge of thoſe 


Dottrines wherein we arg 


\ all agreed, and of tha; 


Holiueſs which we all com. 


mend, tho too few pra= 


B a tic: 
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| aice: And thy right 
| Chriſtian Temper he ex= 
| erciſed towards the Con- 
| forming Clergy, He ſpake 

| honourably of the Piety 
| and Learning of ſome, 
| and never let fly indecent 
| Refletions, or bitter In- 
veetives againſt any, but 
maintained and encreaſed 
this commendable Mode=- 


ration all his Life. Thoſe 
who were intimately acquainted 
with him could not perceive his 
leaning to any Party whatſoever, 
but when any Diſcourſe tended 
to partiality, he did induſtriouſly 


divert it to downright God= 


lineſs 


' Reverend Mr.Thomas Brand. < 


| ——_—_—— 


leſs, or to ſomewhat uſeful to 
promote 1t. He was never 
without ſome Project for 


| doing o00d, and could as 


S © 


| ſoon ceaſe to live, as ceaſe 
! to be attempting the do= 


ing good to Souls. 
More particularly, 


He was tent to School to Biſhop HisSchool. 


Starford, where, how ſoon, I can't 
ſay, he attain'd to ſuch an accuracy 
of Grammar-Learning,that he made 
good ule of it to the great Benefit 
of others, whom he would critz- 


cally examin upon all. occaſions , 
' tzroughout the Courſe ot his Lite ; 


{carce any young Scholar whom he 
occaficnally mer with, but hath 
telt it : He weli apprehending as 


; other /earn d Men complain, that 
| the defeit of Grammar- Learning 1s 


very 


we” 


The Life of the 


Univerſity. 


very hardly, if ever repaired by 
after Studies. 

He was ſent thence to Merton 
Colledge in Oxford (that he ſoon 
ran thro' his juvenile Academical 
Studies may be by this evident) 
He enter'd upon, and throughly 
ſtudied the 4rminian and Socinian 
Controverſies, with that of Sczex- 


tia media ; theſe Studies pleaſed | 


him wonderfully inthe doing, but 
not upon a later review, he faid 
fince, nothing yields me comfort, 
but my Preaching, Catechilinr, and 
what I did for the Converſion of 
Souls: If he had his time again, 
he would ſpend it in reading the 
Holy Scriptures, with two or three 
good Commentaries, in Prayer, and 
Meditation, and labouring in pub- 
lic. Only I muſt acknowledge, 
that I am not certain, whether it 
was there, or atter, that he lanch'd 
into tho depths, | muſt eonfels, I 
rather think, his ſtudy there,look'd 
another way. For 


As 


E 
* 
2 
[1 


' Reverend Mr. Thomas Brand. 7 


— — 


Temple being deſign'd for a Lawyer, 
and there (as in all places elle) his 
profiting was not ordinary. I re- 
member I heard him many a year 
atter, warmly diſcourſe of an oc- 
caſional Moot-caſe he then read in 
the Temple, but God deſign'd him 
for his Spiritual Temple, God 
brought him to London, where hu 
Soul trouble was the Introduttion to 
our intimate Acquaintance, which 
increaſed, and continued, while he 
lived. Now was the time of his ef- 


- fectual Calling, which was in ſome 


things like that of the bleſſed A- 
poſtle Paul, who was at once cal- 
led to be a Chriſtian and an 4- 
poſtle ; fo this our Timothy, was at 
once Called to be a Saint and a Mz- 
niſter. What the Throws of his 
New-birth were, are not fit to be 
made public ; only this let me ſay, 


He was more abundant 
1n 


For he removed thence to the Temple. 
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| The Life of the 


in Spiritual caſes of Con= © 


ſetence than ever any I | 


have met with in my al= 


moſt fifty Years Miſtry. 
(And thanks to Divine Grace, I 


have been intimately acquainted | 
with Chriſtians as Eminent for + 


Grace, as moſt inthe Age, where- 
in they lived.) This new Convert 
had daily need of a more accom- 
pliſh'd Guide than he made choice 
of : And therefore, tho' he deſired 
to be one of my Family, yet, be- 
ſides the want of- ſutable Conveni- 
encies, I recommended him to a 
more experienced and aged Caſui/t 
with whom he ſometime continu- 
ed; and tho' the Word of the 
Lord was as Fire in his Boſom, to 
be diſperſed thence, for the kind- 
ling a holy Flame 1n others, yet 
the Concerns of his own Soul were 


J 
2 


ſo preſſing upon him, that he 4 
could * 


nn — 

be 
. 
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could comparatively mind nothing 


elſe. He went about with the Ar- 


rows of God ſticking in his Conſct- 
ence ; and, NOW God furniſh d 


him with ſuch a flockof 


Experiences, that be 


* might counſel, and com= 
fort others,. with the very 


Method wherewith God 


refreſhd him. = Now te 
began to be. reſtleſs, becauſe he 
did Chriſt no {ervice, fam he 


would do. ſomething, but 


the Office of the Mini= 


fliry appear d fo tremen= 
dous, that the thoughts of 


it made him tremble. 


5s What 


tO 


The Life off the 


What ſhall he do >. 
be idle be dares not, wor 

in the Lord's Vineyard he 
dares not. Oh, the Per= 


plexities of his Soul / an expe- _ 
dient is thought of, that he might © 
be /ed into the Miniſtry by Family * 
Worſhip and Preaching ſometimes, 
which might be afterwards more 
frequent, and conſtant, and be- 
hold here a Wonder of Providence 
calls him into Xext, to Glaſſenbury, 
to the honourable and moſt defer- 
vedly Honour'd the Lady Dowager 
Roberts, who had four ſmall Chil- 
dren, to whoſe pious Education ne 
was ſingularly helptul, where he 
preach'd with ſuch Acceptation, 
and God follow'd him with more 

fucceſs then could be ſo ſoon hoped : 
for. Now this Star begun to riſe 
and ſhine and lead Men to Chriſt: : 


for 


—— — 


: Reverend Mr. Thomas Brand. « 4 


2 _ for tho' the Modeſty, fl 
k mility and Self=denial 


he which ran through the whole 
Courſe of his Life reſtraind 
— - him, yet his Zove to Chriſt 
z- | and Souls forced him to what's 
hr more then vulgar, in all he at- 
j, | tempted; I cannot ſingle out any 
/ fort of his Actions, bur might be 


"a as a general Head, attended by nu- 
©. . merous particular inſtances, all of 
ce | them well worthy of remem- 
brance : He better deſerving than 


> * the Kings of Perfia to have Scribes 
-- continually preſent, to write down 


il- _ remarkable Paſſages : He do= 

he Þ - 

4 nothing, ( humane 

n, » frailty excepted) but what 
* was deſervedly remarkable. 

2 To begin with inſtances of what 

* was in his own eye molt con- 


. 4 temptible, namely worldly bu- 
C 2 linels 
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ſineſs, his Wiſdom , Prudence 
and Sagacity about worldly Aftairs 
was beyond appeatance deep, and. 
piercing : I have' known him in 
dubious cales, wherein great Law- 
yers have been ſhort 1n their Ad- 1 
vice, his Council hath been pro- 
per and ſafe : But when he hath 
been conſulted, he fill bad them © 
go to the great Counſellor , and ' 


in all Plunges it was hu 
uſual ſaying, I commut it 
to God, -or I leave it with 
God and this he would do 
with the greateſt quiet of 
Mind and acquieſcence 1 in 
God's iſſuing of 1t which |: 
way he pleaſed. | can't ſay, # 
tor 1 have been leaſt ſol:citous ro 


enquire after theſe his good works, 


but do not hefirate to apply to k 
hum 


= 


Oo 


b 
O UE 
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* 
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| _ that' of Job, When the ear Job 29.12, 


7 Reverend M-r.Thomas Brand. 


heard ' im it bleſſed him; and © 
when rhe eye ſaw him, it gave wit- 
eſs to him. The Bleſſing of him 
that was ready to periſh, came up- 


* on him: He was a Father to the 


Poor, &c. Preſently upon his 
coming to the place where provi- 


* dence kent him, he ſet himſelt to 


his great Maſter s work with thar 
vigour and. prudence which eviden- 
ced he came there for nothing elle: 


Recetuing no Sallery for 


: himſelf but; direifing it t0 


pros Charity. His "ions 
mcnt in * the $ Family was every 


way inſt rudtivey; z-The Worſhip 0) of 


| God in the Family twas.o ſeaſon= | 
” ably; rind, fo conftantly 


, awefiilly and ſutably jer- 
form'd that it did much conduce 
t0 = drawing! ders into the ways 


of 


— 
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—— 


of God, that there were but few, 
It any in that numerous Family, 
who did not worſhip God in ſe- 
cret as Well as with others ; where, * 


Reading the $ cripture, or - 
Catechiſmg, or Singing of 1] 
Pſalms , accompanied Family 
Prayer twice every day : H-e f 
conſtantly roſe, if in health | 
at frue of the Cock, and 
continued in his Study till * 
Family Prayer, and then 
to his Study again, till a |, 
little before Noon, and” 
after Dinner when he had © 
walk d or —_— a little, 
he return'd to his Study, | 


m——_ wm < RA \ mw 0 Wn 


ſaying, I muſt to my | 
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buſmeſs : Complainirg, if by 


Company he had been longer 


:detain'd then he was willing, of- 


ten ſaying, Amici ſunt fures tem- 


| porss (Friends are thieves of time.) | 
' After Supper he came down 
\with great cheerfulneſs; lo tar 
was he from being by ſtudy, or 


'any thing elſe, ſowr'd into any 
diſguſttul temper, that ſome who 


' providentially abode awhile in the 
\Family, who (it was fcar'd) were 


mo great friends to the Power of 
Religion, could not but expreſs a 
\pleaſedneſs with his Conyerſation, 
*and tis hoped went thence ſeriouſly 
: Godly. 

' He carried himſelt with a ſweet, 
\humble and affable Deportment , 
void of Oftentation, or Yan glory ; 


Zhe was well acquainted with his 
zown heart, and the Temptations 
; 2 wherewith we are belet, and there- 

Atore would frequently inculcate the 
APrecepts of Humility, and the dan- 


ger 


' 
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ger of Pride, he begun betimes to 
watch againſt theſe, and continued 
it while he lived. How deſirous 


he was of the Welfare of that Fa- + 


mily in every ſence, was clearly 
ſeen in his joy when things went 
well there, and his trouble it they 
did not ; I doubt not but the root, 
and all the branches of that Houſe 


are ready to make their grateful 


Acknowledgments thereof, he be- 
ing more concern'd for the Ho- 
nourable Lady, and her Children 
than for himſelf, when any Trouble 
threatned : He was nor long there, 
before his amiable Deportment 
and inſtructive Diſcourſes inſenſi- 


bly drew in the beſt of the Neigh- : 


bourhood into his familiar ac- 


quaintance, that they might en- 


joy the Blefling of his Labours ; 
here he ſoon, preach'd zwice eve- 
ry Lord's-day, and frequently a 
third time on the Lord's-day even- 
ing, at two miles diſtance ; repeat- 


ing 
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7 Reverend Mr. Thomas Brand. 
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"Y 


ing his Sermons, examining, and 
inſtructing the Family, and pray- 


, ing with them at his return: All 
- this he continued till he procured 


for them an excellent Preacher, 
whoſe preaching was deſervedly 
eſteem'd by the Serious, and above 
the Contempt of Scoffers : This 
beſides weekly Leftures at ſeveral 
places, and a monthly Faſt: Theſe 


 LeQures wereſet up by him, and 
'carried on by him, or by others 


of his procuring. I torbear naming 


the places. X 


A zealous Miniſter for a Neigh- 


*bour Corporation was procur'd, 
'and maintain'd by -him and his 
- Friends. In ſhort, his Labours aud 
3 Expences for Souls was , abuadait, 
 $and [thro Grace) his ſucceſs was au- 
. * ſwerable, many, very many there, 
* will Bleſs God for him ro Eter- 


nity 


But all this while, he durſt not 


fry 
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iftry, he had ſuch awful thoughts 
of that tremendous Office, and10 


low thoughts of himlelf, that he 
durſt not venture till Providence 


thruſt him forward, in this, as in | 


other things, to undertake what 


he trembled at. 


Gen. 30.27, 


Now Reverend Mr. Pozntall dy- 
ing, a door is opened for more 
public Service, to which, God and 


Man fo call'd him, that he 1s not - 
able to withſtand it. Now tho' * 


his ſtay was earneſtly deſired, and 
aftcctionately urged by all in the 


Family, who might ſay to him, : 
what was faid of Facob, 7 have 


learn'd by experience, that the Lord 
hath bleſſed me for thy ſake, yet he 


was deat to all Sollicitations, be- - 
ing eafily perlivadable in anything - 
concerning himlelf, but znexorable 


in the Cauſe of God. But he did 
with great Conſcience and Inge- 


nuity introduce a worthy Suc- | 
ceſſor, 'whoſe great Piety, and | 
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miniſterial Abilities were beyond 
vulgar. 

Much about this time,(not long 
before or after) God ſent him to a 


' Burrough 10 Suſſex, where he hath 


occaſionally acknowledged he met 


' with peculiar aſſiſtance of the Spt- 


rit of God ; compaſiion to Souls, 
in a caſe ſomewhat more then or- 
dinary moved him to ſet up a 


| Meeting there ; what Difficulties 
he grappled with, I will not men- 


tion ; many weariſome Winter 
Journeys he had, which were not 


: tireſome to him, thro' hopes of 


doing good, which made all plea- 


ſant; and he was not diſappointed 


in his hopes. The Lord was with 


' him whereſoever he went, and gave 


: wonderful ſucceſs to his Labours, 
He procur'd eleven more Miniſters 


to join with him to ſet up conſtant 
Preaching there. | 


D 2 Among 
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Among many Remarkables 
there, I'll mention only this, 

One Lord's-day being to Preach, 
the Doors were no ſooner open'd, 
but the place was crowded full, 
and many that cou'd not get 1n, 
{ſtood about the Door, in his Pray- 
er he had ſuch a ſtrong Impreſſion - 
on his Spirit, with reſpe@t ro the | 
Multitude, that Chriſt would have 
compaſſion on the Multitude , 
and not ſend them empty away, 
his Soul was ſo vehemently carri- 
ed out in earncit Praycr for the 
Multitude, that he had much ado 
to contain himſelf, and ſome of 
the Rearers were ſutably affected, 
In ſhort, while there was Liberty, 
and afterwards when Liberty was : 
reſtored, tho' he was removea at 
a great diftance trom them, he | 
ccated not to be mindful of them , : 
| but his Care and Parſe pro 


red 


Cm 
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them one Miniſter after another, 
till they were ſettled, as they were 
before he died, under the Guidance 
of a Maſter Work: man in the 
Lord's Vineyard. 

But to return to Staplehurſt, a- 


* bout this time God lift him up a- 


bove his ſinking tears about Ordt- 


- nation, He that to the Apoltles 


queſtion, Who us ſufficient for theſe 
things 2 hitherto as it were, an- 
{wer'd, not / Lord, not I, I would 
not be excuſed from being a 
Preacher, tor | loveit; yet would 
teign be excuicd from being a Pa- 
ſtor, For 1 fear it; Now anſivers 
God's queliion to the Propher , 


Whom ſhall T ſend 2 here am I, ſend 


me. I think, few CUCY Mil Iſa. 6. 8. 


dertook the feeding of A 


 Flockof Chriſt with lower 


Thoushts of themſetves , 
yet 
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yet with more humble ex= 
peflation of Help and Suc= 


ceſs from the great Shep= 


herd than he ad, The Lord 


Jeſus ſpent the whole Night in 
Prayer before he ordained his 

Luke 6.12. Twelve Apoſtles, compare Luke 
Mar-3-14- with Mark. The manifold ſuf- 
pence of this Servant of Chriſt, 
plataly implies, that he fpent a 

good part of many Nights and Days, 

if not Weeks and Months, pernaps 

Tears in fervent Prayer, and con- 
ſcientious Thoughtfulneſs about his 
Ordination. 

But now as he durſt no ſooxer 

venture, ſo he dares no /onger de- 

lay. Thus, his wary entring into 

this Office prelages a careful tulfil- 


ling of it. Je now ſtudied 
the Neceſſities of hu | 


Hearers, 
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Hearers, and did ſuit 
' his Sermons accordingly to 
this end did he frequently 
converſe with the moſt ig = 
norant of his Neighbours, 
that he might know what 
their Apprehenſions, Ob= 
jettions , and Prejudices 
were, about, or againſt 4 
ſerious Holy Life - ACm 
cordingly did he frame his 
| Diſcourſes to inform, con- 


' vince, and perſwade them, 
He was Conſtant and Zea= 
lous in this weighty Work. 

| On thoſe days when he 

| had 


< 
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had aſſiſtance in bis own 
Congregation , he would 
ride out and Preach where 


there was neceſſity. 

A whule atter this, when he was 
ſettled, as much as in thoſe times 
could be expedted, he was near 
marrying a young Gentlewoman, 
but before the time appointed for - 
the Marriage Chriſt took her to _ 
himſelf. 

About two Years after that, he 
married a gracious Widow, by 
whom he had ſevera! Children, 
but they af died young : but her 
having living Childrea,was a Mer- 
cy ſhe never enjoyed by her former 
Husband ; but had only abortive 
Births. The firſt living Child he 
had, I have cauſe to remember, 
the more then ordinary workings 
of his gracious Soul about its to- 


l:mn Dedication to God by Bap- ' 
tiſm, : 
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iſm, what the ?nward workings of 


his Soul were 1s only known to 
the Heart-ſearching God , but 


fo much burſt out beyond 


" bis intention to be taken 


notice of ,. that I never 
did fee before, nor ever 


 expeft to ſee the like again; 


T have many a time reflected on it 


with admiration : There you might 
have ſeen the Covenant 1m= 


provd, and what might 
well make you more ſe= 


rious ever after, in the 
Celebration of that Ordi= 


' nance : But Tll ſay no more of 


: this, becauſe I know not whether 
| any beſides my felt took notice 
of it. 


Some 


E 
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Some expected that now he | 
had a Family to provide for, his | 
Charitable expences muſt be re. 
trenched ; the Stream muſt run in : 
another Channel ; but they were - 
miſtaken ; thoſe that moſt narrow- 
ly obſerved his conſtant Charity, | 
could perceive no abatement at - : 
all, but rather an enlargement, that 
the addition to his eſtate procured 
an addition to his Charity. And 
here give me leave to tell you , 
that this (next to my inexcuſable 
Lazineſs) 1s the true reaſon of re- 
tarding theſe Papers, there was 


{ſomewhat of Charity, Very ſin= 


gular, and extraordinary, 


about this time, which he, in his 
great Humility acquainted me 
with, I will not fay adviſed with 
me, for he was fitter to adviſe me, 
than I him ; this hath wholly ſlipt 
my Memory,all but the undiſtint 
Notions that there was ſuch a 
thing 
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;s thing, though ſome Circumſtances 


made it impracticable. Þ] con- 


| feſsI have made all the enquiry I 
; can, by Letters, and other ways, 
' yet I cannot retrieve it ; if I could, 


it would be the moſt conſiderable 


> Inſtance in this confuſed Story, but 
- I muſt wave it. 


Atter. ſome years in this place 
he was morally forced to another ; 


: the Arguments for his remove 
* took hold of his Conſcience, and 


thoſe that did ſo, he was not able 


' to reſiſt, tho' never ſo much a- 


ainſt his Inclination : There he 
continued till driven away by per- 
ſecution, not only from them, but 


' from the County, Some whilc he 
' wandered about from place to 


place, hike his Maſter, he went up 
and down doing good, and God 
was with him. 


E 2 Could 
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Could I hope that it would pro- 


voke to holy Emulation, not to 
ſinful Prejudice, I would be more 
particular, in naming the ſeveral 
Counties, and the ſeveral Places, 
in ſuch Counties where he ſpread 
the Goſpel, to the apparent detri- 
ment of the Dev:/'s Kingdom, and 
advancement of Chriſt's, and: he 
comfortably ſaw a good Succeſs 
of hu Miniſtry where-ever he 
came. | 

But after many weariſome Jour- 
neys, and tireſome Labours, his 
ill frame of Health neceſlitated 
nim to a more fixed Station, near 
London ; where he was greatly im- 
portuned to exerciſe [us Miniſtry, 


to which he yielded, upon theſe- 


Conditions; Namely, 7o be at /i- 
berty three Sablaths inthe Month, 
to preach where he ſhould find need, 
they being ſupplied by 7wo other 
worthy Minitters, and afterwards 
by one. And this he did "till bo. 
dily 
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dily Diſtempers diſenabled him , 


tho' he was otten told it was im- 
potiible to lo]. out fuch a Courle 


'of Labour, yet his zeal was ſuch, 


that he could not forbear attempting 
beyond his ſtrength, tho to prolong 
this lite. 

' That lingring Diſtemper which 
brought him to his Grave, firſt 
ſeized him upon a wet Journey, 
{about his Maſter's Work, upon 
which, ke was {o intent, that he 


counted not his Life dear unto him ; Ails20.24. 


Tr was his only joy to fulfil the Mi- 
miſtry which he receivd of the 
Lord Feſus, to teſtifie the Goſpel 
of the Grace of God. 

Thus I have run over his 
| Courte of Lite, give me leave to 
ve a latle more particular in fome, 
I wiſh I might not ſay unparalel- 
ied Singulariries, 
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Preaching. 


His Preaching was remarkable, || | 
both in what it was not,as well as in | 
what it was.t was not with enticing | © 


| | words of Man's Wiſdom, Fe aid | 

as induſtriouſly avoid as|\ 
others do induſtriouſly fludy | 

Wi Declamations for Sermons; 

Wl He took more paims tor his| 

Sermons, both on his Knees , 


and in his Jt udy. then moſt 0- 
thers, that he might Preface all |. 


he ſaid with, thus ſaith the 
S | |! Lord. 
n He conſtantly kept one 
. | day in the Week, little 0= 
fl ther ways than a Faſt for | 
Wl his Lord's-day's work : 


18 He would never offer et= | 
| ther | 


e———c 
* 
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' ther to God or Man what © 
| cofs him nought; His 
| Praying was always fer- 
| vent, his Preaching al= 
' ways clear and vehement., 
his words well fitted to his 


Matter, and his Matter 


| well choſen for Conviction, 
and perſwaſton, for Conver= 


fron and Eadification : And 


when did he Preach any 


one Sermon without ſome 
of theſe Effetls C Bear with 


this Digreſſion, to give you a fingle 
Inſtance of Advice he ſome Years 
after gave to a young Preacher. 
You will need a double Portion of 


| the Bleſſed Spirit to guide, and 
| bear 


__Y_ TOBPTS 2 -* 
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bear you up againſt the Tempta- ! | 
tions you will meet with from the ? 
fnarcling World. *Tis hard to be L 
lifted up by the Lord and' not to ? | 
lift up our ſelves; your Watch 
muſt be conſtant, and your Pray- |} 
ers frequent and fervent,: or. you 1; 
will torlake your firſt Love, and! : 
wax carele's and carnal ; ---- and |; 
atrerwards warned him againſt }, 
two extreams, viz, Pride and-Dit- {| 

] 

( 


fidence, ſaying, if Miniſters were 
to Preach betore a learned' and 

large Auditory , they were too 

apt to be diffident, more concern- | 
ed at the Preſence of Man than of y 
God, and on the other hand, if the| / 
Aſſembly was popular and mean, } 
and did appear affe&ed ;how hard, }, 
do they find it to ſubdue Pride. But ] 
to return, God bleſſed his Labours | ! 
where-cver he went, a ſpeczal Pre- | 


ſence of God accompanied him ui all | 
his Undertaking : For he Preacli'd } 
as well ozt of the Pulpit as zz it ; | 

Mt 


rn- 
1 of 
the 
an, 
ard 
Zut 
urs 


. | ſomething of Religion ere 


| !tell them other Mens Judgments 


_—— 
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\ It was ſeldom that any 
' one could ſpeak to him , 
| but he . would hook m 


they parted. 

| When he went into apy Houſe, 
| he quickly enquired what enter- 
| tainment Re/igzon met with there, 
he ſcarce ſpake to any, but he 
'preſentiy inſinuated ſomething of 
Praftical Godlineſs, for hz always 
declined ſpeaking of Chriſtians dif- 
(ferent Praftice as to Modes of Wor- 
ſhip, when any ſuch things were 
itask'd him, he would it poſlible 
{put it off with ſomething elſe, or 


[rather than his own ; and thro' 
' gracious exerciſe he had a notable 


4  2ueFftions, i. e. Queſtions whereby 


5 7 king occaſion thence, to inculcate 


Dexterity in putting by «»profitable Tir. 3. 9- 
|we can profit nothing, and ta- 


F {qme- 
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ſomething of real moment. He 
did not this only in a cuſtomary 
way of Diſcourtfe, as that which 


he was moſt habituated to, but 
out of the abundance of his heart ' 
his mouth *ſpake. His general Con. ! 
verlation towards .all, was Pius, | 
and Plcalant, he uſed 7nnocent| 
mirth as an inviting Fehzcle to! 
convey, his pious Inſtructions, He : 
was plentitully ſtored With very : 
uſeful Narratives of Men, both : 


good and bad; he. gathered up 
excellent Remarks upon the Tem- 
per and Carriage of Mankind, 
which he. made uſe of, not only 
to divert, but to inſtruct ; for h: 


would ſometimes pleafantly drol! } 
upon the Miſcarriages of ſom 
which he thought would not digell 
a direct, and plain Reproof ; hi 


that. told me this, lived in the 
Houfe with-him, -and faith, . Ze di! 
lizeatly obſeruv'd, and doth not re 


menter, T hat ever he heart. 
IN him}: 


{2 


J 
3 


: 
; 
; 


War” 
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| bm rehearſe ſo much 


| as one Story without a 


| manifeſt Deſign either to 


 exhort or warn, or gently 
to rebuke thoſe to whom it 


| Was direted : * And this was 
not only an inſtance ef his 


candid Temper, but of his 


\great Difc ret 10n, for the Me- 


mory is more apt to retain aftect- 
; Ing Stories,than meer Precepts, and 
| the Conſcience will make a dire 


Tk Application of an zndirett Re- 
|; proof: And if the Story be in- 
|? tended to excite Duty, it doth not 
| only imply a Precept, but thews 


the Precedent , which 1s a great 
Motive to Induſtry. 


F 2 And 
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And tho' he was of too {ſweet a 
Temper,willingly to difpleaſe any, 
yer he could not but deal fo plain- 
ly with thoſe he converſed with, ' 
that when he faw any thing to 
te reprov'd, he would not in a 
Compliment torbear them, but re- 
Bute them ſharply, that they might 
fe found in the Faith. Tl ſingle 
out one inſtance of a Perſon who 
was very tender of him in his 
weakneſs, -and expreſſed a more 
then ordinary concernedneſs tor 
iis health ; to whom he ſpake to 
this effe&t, Tou are thus kind to 
me, you ſeem to be wery religious, 
but I fear you are not hearty, nor| 


found; and then mentioned the 


grounds of his fear, and urged a 
through Conviltion. | 

He did not only himſelf Preach 
with a more than uſual Zeal ; bur, 


I ſhould welcome him whs 


could tell me of any other, 
who | 


| Reverend Mr. Thomas Brand. 37 


tz who has contributed to the 
ain ſetting up or building ſo 
=_y many MMeetin places,and 
ina contributed ſo largely to 
the ſupplying them with 
lk ſuch Miniſters, Work-men 
. that need not to be a= 
Ore ſhamed as he hath done : 
to He never thought much 
' 20 any Charge ſo he could 

ut ſerve Chriſh and 


the Souls, 


TI am loth to mention what an- 
reaſonable Oppoſition he hath met 
with in ſome places, where they 
endeavour'd to eclipſe his Reputa- 
ho tion, whichſoon ſhone more clear- 
ly : ButI will rather incur being 
cenſured for a Bau{k in my Narra- 
tive, 


"4B 
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Carech- 
lng. 


_ tive, then - for mentioning what 


I hope the Perſons guilty, have 
repented of, which if they have 


not,- the Lord give them Repen- 


tance and Pardon : And 20 07 


to bleſs thoſe places with 
flouriſhing Churches, where 


the Devil ſtruggled moſt 


to keep his dominion : He 
lrved to ſee it, to his great 
k) atufatt 10, May the Har- 
veſt anſwer the Seed time to the 
Salvation of Thouſands. . 

Next to his Preaching I'll men- 
tion his Catechifing, which in ſome 
reſpects, he preterr'd before it, 
laying, if he were to be confined to 


Preaching or Catechiſmg, and might 
not do both, he would chooſe Ca- 


techiſing. He had a more than | 


ordinary Dexterity at inſinuating 


Truths, | 
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Truths, not only into the Heads, 
but God, hereby teſtifying his 
Approbation of his Zeal, 'impreſ- 
ſed it on- the Hearts of greater 
03 Numbers then I dare mention, leſt 
th it ſhould ſeem incredible. | 
He had fo throughly digeſted 
re the whole Body of Divinity ;and ſo 
; | throughly acquainted himſelf with 
, all ſorts of Catechilms, and ſo 
Te continually ' exerciſed himlſelt in 
>, fifting and inſtrudting all he conver- 
ſed with, that he experimentally 
ar- {knew how to propoſe. ſach queſti- 
he Ons as were ſatable to the Capaci- 
ties and Neceſſities of all ſorts of 
n- | Perſons,fo as to diſcourage none but 
ne | to benefit all. He would ask quelſti- 
ir | ons of all who he thought capable 
to | to inform him, and his Humility 
hr | made him' willing to be any Man's 
24. | Diſciple, what method was moſt 
an | likely to. be moſt 'cffeftual. He 
ng | parcelled out the Catechiſm into 
OR, ſeyeral 
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{everal Sections, and ſent them a- 
| bout to his Brethren, requeſting 
them to write down what they 
judged pertinent, and proper to 
be propoſed to the Catechis'd Per- 
ſons for the furthering of their 
Knowkdge and thew Eſtabliſh- 
ment 1n all things neceſſary to be 
known and practiſed. 


He had a ſingular Dexterity at | 


infinuating himſelf into the Afﬀe- 
ions of young People, and over- 
coming their unwillingneſs to be 
inſtructed. Somethat were more 
1n years, who. though they were 
aſhamed of their Ignorance, but 
were moreaſhamed to learn at that | 
Age, yet were prevailed with, by 
his importunity, to come to this 


publick Exerciſe : And where In: | 


treaties and Argumeats would not 
do, he would hire them, by gt- 


| 


ving them new , Bibles , (many 
whereof were \F and bound in 


Turky-Leather) or good Books, 


{0 


| 


[1 


| 
[ 
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{o that he-hath acknowledged with 
thankfulneſs to God, that he ſel- 
dom failed to gain at laſt, thoſe 
who were very averſe at firlt. 
And though the Inſtruction of 
young and ignorant People 1s the 


uſual deſign in Catechiſing ; yet 


he was ſo tull and accurate in 1l- 
tuſtrating the ſeveral Heads of Re- 
tigion, the aged and more im- 


proved Perſons did frequently at- 
trend his Catechetical Exerciſes, 


with great ſatisfaction and delight : 
For his cuſtom in reading not on- 
Iy bodies of Divinity, but practi- 


cal Books, was to colle& what ' 


was moſt valuable in them, and 


refer them to their proper places 


in his Catechiſm, which was inter- 
leaved tor that purpole, whereby 
he was ready furniſht to give a 


grateful Entertainment, as well to 
the moſt judicious, as to the 


meiner Chriſtians, He would of- 


ter expreſs how difficult as well as 


G necetlary 
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neceſſary this Work was ; and 
therefore he took much pains to 
have the moſt clear underſtanding 
of the Doctrine of the Golpel : 
Te was a diligent Obſerver of the 
Practice, Method , and Suc- 
ccts of his reverend Brethren in 
this Matter, all which he impro- 
ved, and his Sucecels was an{wer- 
able to tuch preparations and en- 
deavours: He would frequently 
lay, That he never experienced 
more of the Aſſiſtance of God in any 
Duty than in this: God making 
him an inſtrument of conveying 
very much knowledge hereby, 
tome that had been under 'his in- 
{trution have proved molt judici- 
ous and able Chriſtians : In ſhorr, 
he faw ſo much xeed, and ſo much 
cood effett of his Labours in this 


way, that he would fay, While 
fe 'bad breath he would 


ſeend 


(DD +0 


| ſpend it in Catechi= 


{11 


Beſides his own weekly Catechi- 
ſing, and Catechiſing in, all the 
Schools. which he eretted ; He 


hired ſome Perſons in di 
ſtant places to Catechiſe all 
Children and others who 
were willing to learn ; and 
once a Month or oftner, 
He rode about from place 


|. to place to Catechiſe them 


himſelf - And then to incou- 


rage thoſe. who did well, he gave 
{ome Reward, either in Books or 
Money, according to the Quality 
of the Perſons. And to mncourage 
Parents aud Maſters to ſend their 
Children or Servants, he preſcnted 
them with ſome Books curiouſly 

G 2 bound 
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bound and gilt,that might be moſt 
acceptable, and if they were 
Poor he gave them many 


| 


cr 


more than they could have \ 
earned in the time of their | 


Learning . And his Diſcourſe | } 
with Parents, and Maſters was * 
really Catechiſtical, though ſo ma- |? 


naged, that they could not think 


themſelves diſparag'd by ſuch In- : 


ſtructions. He had a way of fo 
propoſing his Queſtions, that the 
Queſtion ſhould lead them to, or 


furniſh them with an Anſwer. 


examina Boy ; his Queſtions were | 
ſuch, asI never . heard before, yet 


I have occaſionally heard him 


lo inſtruftively worded, that any 
exc of whnr3es capacity, who took 
but notice of the 


miſs the right Anſwer. And tho' |* 
his way ot trying their Knowledge | 
was more critical than others, yet 

| | through 


Queſtion, could not | 


I [ 
3 
? 


| 
| 
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oft | through Grace and Exerciſe, he 


had attained ſuch - a Skill tor it , 
that his Examinations. were not 
NY * only acceprable , ,but , defirable , 
ve © where-ever he came: - For he: car- 
\- © ried with him prevailing Motives 
Ll |? that were morally forcible to all 
rſe | 5 forts of Perſons. That. when he 
7 viſited bis Schools, the Children 
12- : would rejoyce more: then for a Play- 
1k 7 day. When he preached in Neigh- 
5. 7 bouring Congregations, they wait- 
fo &d for his C atechifing as earneſtly 
he as Beggars for an Alms. 

| When the viſited any Family, 


ere 


” \f they expeRted his Inſtruction, as 
_ | | a Sucking Child the Breaft. 

> |} Yet all this did not ſuffice him 
et | | but all thoſe Miniſters towards 
wy | whom he contributed maintenance, 


+ | which were not a few, he engaged 
| them to ſet up Catechiſing, and en- 
» |! quired how it thrived. 


And 


— 
- 
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. And all thoſe Miniſters wit i _ 
_ whomihe converſed, he provok'F 
"to ſet-up. Catechiſing. = { 

. - \He pave away, I can'tay, hovfgq) 

many thoulands of ,Catechifms, 
"many hundreds with Expoſition; 

upon then ; neither did he conf 

- fine Ins Catechumeniſts to the Af. s | 
temblies * Catechiſm ( thougiſt, 


the Lord Primate of Ar-v; 
magh- ſaid 'twas the beſt { 
| Extant) but he gave very ſt: 
many of Doctor Cumber's, and the} 
Principles of the Chriſtian Reli-K: 
gion cleared, and confirmed by | 
the Articles and FHomilies of the! 
Church of Eng/and by Mr. Thoma: fc 
Adams. _ Kr 
* In ſhort, he did not content Þ 
" himſelf to 'receive a Parrot like Þ 


yo! 


anſwer, to any form of Words | 
whatſoever, but his conſtant En- 
.deavours were to make them un- 

derſtand 
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derſtand the 7hirgs. - Frequently: 
and greatly he bewailed the 


a Ignorance that 


m He did afon pathetically - cry out 
ww you. do not 4elzeve, you can hard- 
$ly conceive the groſs Ignorance of 
this great City. The palpable 
Darkneſs of this valley of Yifzon. 
I'-fMany Perſons he diſcovered to be 
aiſurdly ignorant under concerted 


Knowledge. I'll give bur one in- 


When he was inquiring into the 
. [Knowledge of a Selt-concetted old 
by ['Moman of a difterent way, ſhe 
laid, ſheknew very well, and un- 
crſtood the whole Bible, only 
knew not What to make of the Vi- 
lon of the white Horſe in the 
evelation, (aid he, you are a hap- 
y Woman, would I could fay fo: 
ut pray how do you underſtand 
at of Canaan, being a Lard 
How - 


48. 


—_— 


The Life of the 


- - 


| — 


flowing with Milk and Honey 2 


' What do you think, there was 
ſuch abundance of it, that it flow» | 


ed upon theLand, as Water doth - 
Yes, ſure {aid ſhe, how could it be 


otherways? I ſee now, ſaid he, | 


how well you underſtand the 


Scriptures, and - thence: he took | 


occaſion to convince and inſtruct 
her. | 
To one whom he urged to Ca- 


zechiſe Children, who ſaid, he ſaw | 


little fruit of itamong young ones, 
He replied, never talk fo, it you 
cannot make them bear fruz?, you 


may make them bear /eaves; When | 
another ſaid they ſaw bur little re- 
main of it ; he call'd for a Sieve, Þ 


and ſome Water, at firſt they 


thought him not in earneſt, but þ - 


when he perſiſted to call, they 


brought it, he bid them pour the | ** 


Water into :the-Sieve, which when 


they had done, Look here, ſaid he, F 1 
moſt of it is run through, but fome Þ * 


remains, 
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3 | remains,. here's a Dew, a Mot- 
as | ſtare. | | 
ye | In frort, Ill only ſay, 7 
# | never heard of any that 
)e 

e, | took fo much Pains, Coft, 
© | and Care about Catechifmg 
+ | as he : Hs Heart Was 


in it, lroing and dying. 


| Next fo == rake a view. of [55 Chu: 
| tis Charity ; And here, tho” I can _y 
* |: give but general Heads far fhorc 

' of its true. extent, both as to' 
| Places, and Times, Poſteriry will 

| reap the Fruits of iis Charity, 

| more than [| may mention; .yeal 
wiſh it may not be more, .than k 

| can perſwade any to imitate ; her 

| kt me mention that, under "ove: 

; ral Heads, which if you think 
| your Charity can't run in fo ma- 
 Þ ay Channels, yet chuſe what likes 
| ye beſt, but imitate ſome of 
them. H He 


—— —— 
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He evidenced himfelt to be the 
genuine Son of his Heavenly Fa- 
ther, by doing good to all, to the 
Bodies and to the Souls of all man- 
ner of Perſons, though with great 
difference and judgment. | 

11 begin with the /oweff, who 
leaſt taſted of his Charity; and 
indeed they leaſt fought ir, for [ 


queſtion not if they would not F 


have ſpill'd the Sauce, they might 
have had the Meat, if they would 
but have accepted the Counſel 
with which he ſauced his Alms, 


for I think I may peremptorily ſay, 
He never gave any thing | 
without ſutable and car= 


neſt Inſtruttion, thoſe who 


accepted that might have any 
thing they deſired This premi- 


ſed my firſt inſtance ſhall be 
11S, 


t When 


POE 


watt 


tt 
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1. When wicked wretches have 
come to him to beg or borrow 
Money ; after he had taken ſome 
pains with them, to convince and 
reform them he hath given, or 
lent to them, hoping it might be 


at leaſt a hiring of them 0 
be leſs vitious. But he had 


feweſt, tho' ſome he had of theſe 


Cuſtomers. Profiigate Perſons 
ſhun'd coming near him, their Con- 
ſeiences frighting them, with his 
charming convittion. "T was Chriſt's 
Poor towards whom his Charity 


| flowed. 


2, Neceſſitous Perſons or Famj- 
lies always found his Heart, and 
Hand open, for their reliet, and 
that not dribbling Alms, becauſe 
they would not be anſivered with- 
out giving them ſomething, but 
the ſomething he gave them was 
always ſomewhat anſwerable to 
their neceſſities, having an extra- 


H 2 ordinary 
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ordinary value for real Saints, 
thaugh they were never ſo poor 
and. mean. 

Fi He took . poor Children from 
indigent Parents, and wholly main 
tained them, put them to Trades, 
and ſet them up in the World : Or, 


if . they were capable of 4 
more liberal Education 
they had it, being a great 


Encourager of young "Men 
to the Mimftry: 1 cannot 


forbear telling you of one, whom 
God took to glory, alittle before 
he took himſelf, who was a Can- 
didate for the Miniſtry, of curious 
Parts, polite Learning , ſerious 
Godlineſs. an excellent Preacher, 


of moſt obliging Converſation ; but 


we muſt be dumb with ft lence, for 


God hath done it. Several akess 


he hath been a FPFefter Father 
to. | | 
4. He 


' to learn 
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4- He ſet up petty Schools in 
ſeveral places to teach Children to 
read and-to learn their Catechiſm ; 
and he contrived it to be double 
Charity namely to the Teacher and 
to the Learner. 

And ſince, he came nearer Lox- 
don he hath hired a Writing Ma- 
{ter to come into ſome Families, 
to teach ſome Servants, who had 
no time to go to School, to learn 
to Write, and caſt Accompts. 


Any one who applied him=- 
ſelf to him, by himſelf, 
or by any one elſe, though 
a meer Stranger , whoſe 
face was ſet Heaven=ward, 
who "was poor and willing 
, thoſe were 
Arguments ſufficient ' to 
3 draw 


— — 
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draw out his Heart and 
Purſe for their Inflruti-- 
on, in any thing they were 
capable of attaining for 
/ urther uſefulneſs. "Tis next 


to impoilible to name the Inſtances 


of his Soul Charity, 'twas as dif- 
fe/rve yet as ſecret as 'twas pol- 
fible. Vil mention one inſtance 
among many. 7 take, ſaid he, 
more delight in thinking this one 
Man (he was ſpeaking of) wille re 
long be ſerviceable to the World, 
then if any had given my ſelf a 
hundred Pounds. 

5. His ſpreading of the moſt 
Awakening, Convincing, Prattical 
Books, to provoke, and encourage 
{ſerious Godlineſs. This is one of 
the things that's hardly credible, 
not only Books of {mall price, as 
Thouſands, if not Tex thouſands. of 
Catechiſms, many of them with 


Expoſi- | 


— _ "I ka. == _ 
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Expoſitions ; but bigger Books ] 
cannot ſay how many thoutands of 
Sheppard's Sincere Convert, Mr. 


| Richard Allein's Vindicie Pietats, 


Mr. Foſeph Allein of Converſion 
and his Life ; Several of Mr. Bax- 
ter's Treatiſes, his Ca// to the Un- 
converted, his Now, or Never, his 
Direfions to prevent miſcarrying 
in Converſion, his Saint's Reſt, Se. 
with ſeveral others. One thing I 
had almoſt forgot about Mr. Fo/eph 
Allein's Treatiſe of Converſ1on 
which ſeveral (of whom he was the 
chief ) agreed tor an Impreſſion to 
be given away, (they altering the 
Title into [4 Guide to Heaven] 
(to make it more acceptable) 


| He paid down £01, at 


firſt as an Earneſt, be= 


fides more afterwards for 


| that Impreſſion of Twenty 


7 houfand 
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Thouſand to be diſperſed| 
through the Kingdom of 


England; and Dom- 
mon of Wales, ad (I thiok 
I may fay Jthere hath been T'wen- 
ty Thoutand more printed ſince 
to be fold at under rates : And he 
gave not only the Writings ' of 
Non-Conformifts, but of Con- 
formiſts, namely Pink's Tryal of 


Sincere Love to Chriſt, Caley off : 


Eternity, Wade of Redemption of 
Time, Dent's Plain-man's Path- 


way to Heaven, Scadder's Daily-| 


walk, Reiner's Precepts, &c. But 
he gave Books of greater price; 
As the Books of Martyrs in Three 
Volumes, Charnock's Works in 
Two. Volames, ſeveral Annotators 
on the Bzble, ſeveral Commenta- 
tors on the Holy Scriptures, {e- 
veral neceſſary Libraries to young 
Students and Candidates for the 

| Mint- 


_——y 
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Miniftry. There was no place 
where he came, and he was, pro- 
videntially drawn or drtuen 
into many Counties, but he /?o- 
red the Houſes of all that would 
accept of his kindneſs with Books of 
Devotion. 1 know not whether 
ever he gave away any one Book 
of . Controverſie, © unleſs ir were 
Pool's Nullitf ot the Roman Faith, 
ard his Dialogue between a Popiſh 


| Prieft, and an Engliſh Proteſtant. 
He was always for. Promot Ins 


O 


| down right Prattical God- 


lineſs. 

Bur above alf his S{r at agems 
to diſperſe g00Qs Books , I cannot 
but. \preter. his Device for the 
fpreading of the Buble, I can- 
not ſay how many haadreds, if not 
thouſands, he gave away. Bur he 
found this would not reach his 
* I cad, 
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end, many would rather be without 
Bibles than put him upon the Charge 
of giving them. Therefore he 
took this courſe, which ſucceeded 


to his heart's deſire, by himſelf, 


or Friends, he ſold Bible: 


at Eighteen Pence al 


Bible to all that defrred 
them for themſeloes, or 
their Children , or Ser=- 


vants , provided, not to 


ſell them again. And by this 
means very many Who refus'd 


them grats, Cat cht at them , 


at this under rate, whereby 


they were furniſhed with Bzbles, 
agd ſomething returned towards 
the buying ot more, and this 1s 
the only trade, he ever drove with 
Books. He ſaw comfortable Fruits 
| ol 


— . 
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of his Liberality in giving Books 
ſome were converted, more were 
edifed by this ſpiritual Charity ; 
though he did not confine theſe 
Gifts to the Poor, but gave alſo 
to the Rich, both Bibles, and 0- 
ther Books, which he had extraor- 
dinarily bound, that they might be 
the more generally accepted, and 
he contrived ſuch Books to ſuch 
Perſons, that he was {:ldom difap- 
pointed of Succeſs, though ſome- 
times he was ; to give one inſtance, 
He once gave Wade's Treatiſe of 
the Redemption of Time curiouſly 
bound to a young Miniſter, who 
at firſt received it kindly ; but 
when he began to read it, he find- 
ing Mr. Baxter quotcd in it, he 
haſtily returned it, not eaduring 
to read any thing that Mr. Baxter 
had written. But I'll cloſe the 
| Narrative of his giving Books 
with hs ory © | 


L 4 Home 
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Some Years ſince, when the 

times were more hazardous to Dit- 

2) anna) ſenters, FP N. = Miniſter of his 
acquaintance, bcing unavoicably 


of above Two hundred Miles 1n 
length, when he could not at any 
reatonable rates get any Lawyer,or 
other, to go with him, to advilc 
him, inthe Difficulties he foreſaw 
he (hould meet with ; Mr. Brand 
ſurprizingly oftercd,what could not 
be impudently askt, charitably to 
go with him, and g1Ve him his 
ict aſliftance: "Twas not then fate 
ta be known to be a Dillenting 
Miniſter ; he theretore concealcd 
himſelf (though his Frierd mult 
. venture, being known 1a the Place 
ww hither he went) but carricd down 
a conſiderable quantity of Cate: 
chifins and good Books in the 
Coaci with him. And in every 


ar Neon, he wot »uld not be many 
Mi. 


_ 


neceſſitated to undertake a Journey | 


Zin where he lodged, or but baited 
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Minutes there beitore (*twas ſo fa- 


| miliar to him to inſinuate ſome- 


thing for the good of Souls) he 
would be f/þ;ng out whether any 
was, and who was capable and 
plizble to receive Inſtruction; and 
it he found any, he would preſent- 
ly faſten upon their Conſciences, gi- 


' wen them Counſel, aud Catechiſms, 


or other Books according as their 
caſe required. At one place, a 
Servant was ſo affected, as to go 
after him (the Town being ſcituate 
upon an Hill) while he walked 
down hill, before he went into the 
Coach, begging to le taken with 
him to London, having never heard 
ſo much about Soul-concerns before, 
nor ever (expecting the like again, 
unleſs this requeſt were granted : 
He promited to call there at his 
return, but the Coach-man wzth- 
out his knowledge went back ano- 
ther way. Ar another z, when 
he met with a Toath, that he found 
C2» 
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capable, he gave him a Catechiſm, 
and promiſed if he would learn it 
by his return, which would be a- 
bout a week, he would give him froe 
Shillings, which he tid and had his 
reward. At another xm, where 
he met with a School-maſter, he 
perſwaded and encouraged him to 
ftealon his Scholars with the know- 
ſedge of thole things, whereby 
they might be ſaved. The Stock 
ot Books he carried down did not 
noid out all his Journey, but he 
fent down upon his return up, at 
O:1ce as many as colt above e1ght 
Pounds. At one an, where he 
gave Buoks in Iiis going down, 
i>me of tizem fell into thole hands, 
who* way-laid his coming up, at 
thc time he {aid he ſhould return, 
that they might clap him in Pri- 
ſon. for ſpreading of Seditious 
Books (thar 1s the Character they 
put up>n1 Mr. Baxter's Call to the 
Vaconverted, of which there hath 
been 
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been printed as fome gueſs a Hlun- 
dred: Thouſand; 1o gencraily accept- 
able and; profitable hath it Leen; 
"tis impollible for me to tell you 
how many have been Converted 
by it) but here T muſt not conceal, 
the chict Contrivance was againlt 
the Miniſter,” he accompanied and 


| their Deſign againſt him failing (a 


deſign more fuil of bale Ingratitude 
and Treachery than ever any you 
heard of, bur that is foreign to this 


; account) they contrived this de- 


ſign againſt Mr, Brand, but God 
diſappointed them in this alſo, for 
the Night before they were to ſet 
out to return, one of the Coach- 
Horſes fell fo lame (not known bow) 
that in the Morning he could hardly 
be led to watering, and ſo continu- 
ed two or three days, till they were 


weary of waiting for his return;'ſs 


that he paſt the place unmole/ted. 


Thus, zhe Hand . of God was wpon t: 8 31. 


bim, to deliver bim from the band 
of 


— 
" - 
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of his Enemies, and of \ſuch as Laid | 
wait by the way, God delivered | 


him, without his knowing that he 
needed any ſuch: deliverance. [I 
know not whether ever he kne\y 
of the main Contrivance, for that 
lay undiſcovered. feveral Years, 


till the chief Contriver re-| 


vealed it under. horror of 
Conſcience, for that and 


other unſuſpetked Abomi<|\ 


nations 5 only this was at pre-| 


ſent plainly remarkable, 7 hat a 


Horſe ſhould be ſuddainh} 


ſo lame- as ſcarce to bear 


being dragg d to watering, 


and. ſuddainly fo. well, as 
to 5 above Two hundred | 
Afiles without - +halting.| 


One 


ny bi © AY as, Os ann ac a. 


; ; Reverend Mr. Thomas Brand. 6 s 


' Oneas ſoon as he came into his 
| Jan where they inteaded to have 


ſeized upon him, askt him; Why 
he came not the day in the tormer 
week, as he mentioned in his go- 
ing down ? and another dropt 1t 
afterwards, that if he had come 
then, ſome were ready to appre- 


; hend him for the Books he gave 


away. Should I add more 1n- 
{tances , *twould be more than 
need. Tl therefore mention ſome 


; of his /firmities; which may 
2 ſerve as a Shadow to his ill drawn 


Picture. 
As to the World, though he 


was too wile, and prudent to be 


| impoſed upon in his worldly At- 


fairs, yet.there was one Snare he 
trequently run into for many 


Years, namely, he was not only 
charitable himſelf, but he did ma- 


ny times as Moſes fetch Water out of 
a Rock of Flinthe got ſomething tor py, q.45. - 
charitable Uſes, where none elſe 


could ; 
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could ; but in one of his methods, 
he was often deceived; he would 
perlwade ſome to promiſe or ſub: 
ſcribe (o much by theYear to ſome 
good work, cither the Education 
of a Youth, or the relieving of 
{ſome Miniſter, or ſomething that 
might promete the Goſpel, they 
would give, and pay, one or two 
quarters, and then leave the charge 


wholly upon him : He was too apt} 


to think that when he had perſwa- 
ded them to an ad# of Charity, 
that that would preſently grow up 


to an habit, but he felt the difte-| 


rence to his colt. 


Another miſtake that made [5 
Lite uncafic, was this: He hadf 


many years ago fuch ſharp pains 
as he thought proceeded from the 
Stone in the Bladder, he was con- 
firmed in this by being ſearch, 


by the moſt celebrated LithotomiſF 


in this City, who ſaid he felt it, 
the return of thoſe pains frighted 
him 
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| him into the ExpeQtation of a Ne- 


ceſlity of being Cut, and this laſt- 
ed all his days; but upon the o- 
pening of his Body by his Phyſi- 
cians, who deſired to ſee where 
lay the cauſe of that Diſeaſe which 
was hid from them; they found 
that he had neither in his X7dneys, 
nor in his 7reters, nor In his Blad- 
der any Stone, nor {o much as any 
gravel tending to it, thus you ſee, 
much of our real trouble. ariſeth 
irom thoſe evils which are but 1- 


' maginary ; this was an uncom- 


' fortable miſtake, but the laſt I 


ſhall mention was fatal ; namely, 
his too great careleſneſs of himſelf, 
he did 700 much for others, and Zoo 


| little for himfelt to hold out long, 


though he lived of a ſlender, weak 


-| fort of diet, yet -he often ſpeak 


grudgingly of the time that was 


| neceſ{arily ſpent in eating and 


drinking ; very much longing for 
the place, where he ſhould need 
K 2 no 
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no ſupports of that nature. When 
he was declining apace towards 
his end, he uſed to fay, if he were 
younger, or could bear riding , 


he would fix at no one 
place, but go about the 
Country, if 2x he found 
moſt need, and there preach 


the Goſpel, Catechiſe the 
Younger fort, diſtribute] 


good Books; erect Places 
for Divine Worſhip, 9nd 
fix Miniſters at them ; 
"This would have been his delight- 


ful Employment, but when that 
Perſon to whom he freely commu:- 


nicated his thoughts, told him, his} 
Work was greatly diſproportionabl| 
to his ſtrength, and aig him 


to leave off, what viſibly impaired 
[11s 
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 faying, He had rather 
' die that moment, than 


IJue. He expreſied 4 Comme 


his health, to work /efs, that he 
might work long. He with ſome 


quickneſs anſwered, Nay then, 
ti no matter if I were 


dead indeed . he thanked God 


he did not deſire Life meerly for 
its own ſake, nor for any thing of 
the Pleafure, or Profit of it, but 
only for the Work he was at, 


lrve and not be uſeful to 
the World, I am juſt 
gone, but if God giveFaith 
and Patience, all will be 
well, and have a glorious 


fortable,aſſurance and ſpoke 
as 
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as one that had arrived to 
the topof it and at par- 
ting, defired Prayers a lit= 
tle while _ = ad he, 


I ſhall not need them long, 


To ſum up his charitable Ex. 
pences as computed by an intelli- 
gent Perſon, as well able to pry 
into Concealments as moſt Men 
I know, who had the faireſt Op- 
portunity by living ſome Years 
with him under the ſame Roof, 
who told me, that, they (beſides 
what he could not find out ) to 


his Knowledge amounted to | 


above Three Hundred 
Pound per Annum 
one Year with another. And 


he himſelf hath ſometimes dropt 
- this Expreſſion, He would not Sell 


his 


— uo 
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his Eſtate, becauſe it was Entail'd, 
But he would Sy qQUEENE it as long 


as he lived, which he hath done 
for I know not (how many 
Years. He would often ſay, He 
would accept of no Man's Eſtate, if 
he muſt have his Hands tyed up 
from his making uſe of it on Spirt- 
tual Accounts,and would very much 
pity the miſerable Condition of 
wicked Rich Men, the Truth (in 


ſhort) was this, [Z;s Leal for 


doing Good was fo tran= 


ſhorting, that he could 


as ſoon ceaſe to lrue, as 


ceaſe to attempt it, A dou- 


ble Inſtance we have of this, there 
was. one place where he was contri- 
ving to lertle a Miniſter, and anc- 
ther place where he was endea- 
vourirg to Luild a Meeting-Place 
when he dicd. 

And 
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And now having mentioned his 


Death, I will give you ſome Ac- | 


count of the Circumſtances of it: 
About three Years ſince, his being 
wet in a Journey about his Ma- 
ſters Work, caſt him into a violent 
Fever, which may 'be called his 
laſt Sicknels, tor he never well re- 
covered of .it, but was followed 
with a Complication oof many grie- 
vous Diſeaſes, ſometimes his Legs 
ſwelled, threatning a Dropfe, ſome- 
times great pain in his fide, as if 
he had a Pleurifie, ſometimes all 
over him, as it he had a Rheuma- 
2m. But eſpecially he was at- 


flited with.an A/thma which made | 
him unable to walk, to go up af 
-patr of Stairs was almoſt death | 


to him : Theſe things gave con- 


trary Indications ; and theretore 
made his.cure the more difficult. 
Tn.theſe ſtraits he was often let blood, 
and relieved by it till his Friends | 


were afraid of his proper remed). 
Tho 
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Tho' he was lingering almoſt 
three Years, yet he was never ob- 
ſerved to have any unquiet Mo- 
| tion of Mind, but had always a 
ſerene and humble Submiſſion to 
the ſovereign Will of God ; he did 
often tewail his own Imperfedions, 
and ſmall knowledge of God and 


Chriſt, and expreſt his long mg 
Defires of ſeeing God face 


to face. A while before his 


|| death he did often ſay, What is 
_ | the World!'Tis not worth a ſtraw. 


O my God, TI would be 
with thee, Oh, how I 
lng to be with Chriſt my 


"PF dear Redeemer : This he 
ſpake with great cearneſtnels ; 


Oh my God bring me to 
thy ſelf . Whereupon he ſpake 
; | T. 


much 
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much of the Glory to be reveal-| 
ed, and infiſted on thoſe words þ 


I will be your God. Whatl 


greater Gift could he grve! 
He gave himſelf. He: 
TAUVE all. Then he was rapt 


up into a terious Amazement and 
deep Admiration, and cried out, 


Oh, my God! my Goil 
what ts Jinful Man !F 
IVWorm=man! What man=| 
ner of Love ts this ! Lowe| 


indeed ! Ob, I cannct ex- 
res it ! 


He deſired one to read to him, | 


Tohn 17. 22. And the Glory which 
thou gaveſt me, T have giventhem,QC, 


The very hearing ot which put F 


him into an ec/taſze of Foy, and 
hc deſired him to read of Chriſt's 


kk  o©—=Iu > © Ut oO co — ima , Y Fay frm wu A 6 raw Fa wo _ 


Love. | 


> . bh. % 


] 
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'| Love. I4. I5. 16. 17. of John. 


' Some of which he then read to 
him. A while atter,ſpeaking ro one 
about Family Prayer, he ſaid, a 
Camel may as well go through the 
Eye of a Needle as a Man that 
prays not in his Family go to 
Heaven. He prayed much tor the 
Enſargement of Chriſt's Kingdom. 
The Evening before he died, this 

| Perſon was with him from one of 

' the Clock in the Afternoon till Six, 


'E during which time he was poſſe? 


'with ſuch foretaſtes of heavenly 
| Joys that made him earneſtly cry 


out, O let me be with 
thee! With thee, Oh my 
God! Oh, I long for 


| Heaven! Oh, welcome 


| Death! Oh, happy Death 


that will put an end to all 
L 2 my 


2 
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my Troubles and Conflits, 


one moment in Abra- 
ham s Boſom wall make 
amends for all, turn Sor= 
row to Foy. What a 
dreadful appearance will 


there be at the Great 


Day? What a ſad thing 
will it be to be diſappoint=| 


ed at laſt and come ſhort 


of Heaven ! O my Re- 


deemer liveth, I hawel 
ſerved a good Maſter ! 


O 


I would not defire Life| 


for a moment, unleſs ut | 


was to promote the Intereſt 


| 


temas 
” 
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of Crift. If God would 


grue me my choice what I 
would ask, I would not ak 


Life. Nay, I have prayed 


to God that T might die. 
Why ſo, faid a, By-ſtander > 


That I may, fad he, 
be with God, Upon which 


© he cried out, O my God, I 


would come to thee | 


Let me live with thee! 
Here he added ſomething with a 


| peculiar Fervour, which bearing 


hard on ſome, he thought too re- 
miſs in their ſpiritual Warfare. I 
forbear to mention, bur if this 
hint twitch any Man's Conſcience, 


let him not flight it. ZHis laſt 


words 


—2 
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words to this relater were 


Pray much. 
What follows is from another 
inteliigent credible Perſon, about 


pl 


Nine of the Clock fitting in a | 
- muſing Poſture, þe ſtarted 


up of a ſuddain, prayed 
with ſuch ardency of affe- 
con, with ſuch Power 
and Foy, that amazed all 
the Family : Wherein he 
admired God's Goodne 
and diſtinguiſhing Love , 
and begged to be mad: 
more fit for the Inheri- 


tance of the Saints in 


Light, When he had done, be. | 
ing 


yd þ 
| 


o 
by 


Y 


CY 


ll 


| 


C 


» 
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' ing ask'd the reaſon of ſuch a 
; fuddain 


Motion. He anſwered , 


Tas to rouſe up pis Soul 


 to- Heavenly Meditation. 


As he was going to bed, he did 
with concernednels of Mind, tay 


There will be a Cry at Mid. 
mght, prepare, prepare, 


which accordingly fell our, for 
when he went to bed, though ve 
was no otherways affetted then for- 
merly, he was immediately taken 
with a Vomiting of Blood, where- 
of he died in a few hours. And 


now I'll ſay mo more, leſt I lole my 
| cnd of 


de 


laying fo much, 717 
muſt draw a Vail over the 


face of this our Moles, 


left it caſt ſuch a Lnſtre, 
as ill Eyes can't behold it : 


In 


80 
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In ſhort, all that I have ſaid tends | 


but to this (next, praiſes ro God 
for caſting him in our Age) to be 
a Provocation to take Chriſt's 


Counſel to the Lawyer, Go and ] 


do thou likewiſe. 


The End. 
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| Joſh. I. 2. 
| Moſes my. Servant is dead, | now 
- |... therefore ariſe, &c, 


T HE Occaſion of this Af 
ſembly is more than or- 
dinarily doletul, Oh, that 

God would direct and bleſs what I 
have to ſay, that the Conſequence 
may be proportionably profitable! 

How God ſ{pake theſe words to 

Joſhua, 1s+doubttful, It' was not 

immediately. by himſelf, God ſpake 

to none, as he ſpake to Moſes, face 


to face, That was Moſes his pe- 
M culiar 
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culiar Priviledge, And the Lord | 
ſpake unto Moles, face to face, asa | ; 
Man ſpeaketh unto his Friend. But | 1 
it. was either by an- Angel, or bya | i 
Vifon, "when he was awake: orby 

a Dream when afleep. Moſes my 
Servant iis dead , * God honours 
him, by owning him as his faith- 
tul Servant in performing all the 


e\ or by | | 


Duties required of him in his | 7 


Place. , Though he ſo ſinned at Þþ af 
the Water of Merzbah, for which Þ in 


he ſhould never go \into* Canaan ; Þ 


yet he died in the State of Ser- 
vice, and God (as it were) ſaith, | 
whatever he was, - whatever. he Þ 
wrought, it was all mine. 
. Moſes my Servant.” - The [Title N 
of God's Servant 15 :more: than the F 
meer Title of 4pof7le. Fude he calls | 
himſelf, ehe- Servant, conceals | 
himſelf to be the Apuſte-of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Pezer he -poſtponeth Apoſtle 
ro Servant, Peter the Servant aud 
Apoſtle of Feſus Chriſt. 8 


Is 
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Fs dead, and now no longer 
| able to' execute his Ofice. This 
 is-ſpoken after his extraordinary 
| interment; whether immediately 
' | by God, or by a good Angel, or 
good Angels. /* 3 queſtionable 
whether any one of the Fivil An- 
- | gels were permitted to attend his 
Funeral, leſt they ſhould tempt the 
Iſraelites to ' zdolize him. And 
| after the //raelzres tolemn Mourn- 
ings, God tells him., Moſes. my 
: © Servant is dead, \ uow therefore a- 
riſe: As if he ſhould ſay, be not 
 as'one aſtonithed, and difpirited, 
' but rouſe up thy ſelf, to know, and 
do thy Duty ;- do not fit muſing, 
 Þ but preſently, and vigorouſly: {er 
' upon thy Duty : The Words 1 
| think need no farther Explication. 
| - You ſhall have what I have to 
ay under this Doctrine. - : 


M 22 
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Feſp. 3- 5 


6, 


Dot. When God' takes. away an 
Eminent Minifter. by death, God| 
requires -our ſutable | Notice and} 
Improvement of 'it. Moſes my} 
Servant is (dead, -and that makes 


way. for- more, and greater duty, 
both'for Joſhua, and all the People, 
than.ever before was © incumbent 


upon them ; That: now becomes 


their Duty which\was never 1o be 


fore.-' ' Aud Foſhaa:'faid\ unto theh 
People, .Santtifie. your: ſetves ; Fa ; 
to morrow the Lord-will do wonder 
among you. And Joſhua ſpake un 
to the Prieſts, ſaying, Take up the 
Ark of the Covenant, and. paſs of 


ta 


ver, &c. And the: Lord ſaid until - 


Foſhua, This day: will T. begin 


magnifie thee in the fight of all |l- 


rael, that they may. know that af 
1 was with Moſes, ,ſo-will 7 be with | 
thee. Here you: baye + Feſhua's | 


charge to the People, and Prieſts, 
and God's encouraging of Joſhua, 


of 


for they are all putaupon ſuch kind } 


— —— 
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an | of Duty, that cannot; be'done by 
od} a lazy, careleſs performance of 
xdÞþ it ; ſuch a Duty, that if it be not 
1yþ performed: in - the. (eafon God 
& | vouchſates, they can never expect: 
y, | the like ſeaſon again; ng 


For.. the opening: the Do&rine, 
take 1t,jn theſe Five Propoſitions. 


| I-:Theigreateſt:Service God ims- x. Prop. 
| ploys any in'upon Earth, doth 
not exempt them from death. 
God's choiceſt : Miniſters are 
not immortal ; . Thoſe that 
can moſt eftectually.: dire: 
others to eternal Life, ..can- 
not ſecure themſelves to 
| live one day in this World. 
Do the Prophets live for: e- Zach. 1.5, 
ver, &c. Abraham-is dead, Sb C451 
and the Prophets are dead. 


This 
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-- This -Propofition will he” evr 1 
dent if you conſider, I ſh 


x. - Miniſters are  fabjelt to tie | 
ſame Diſeaſes and Caſualties with | 
other Men, I know: not any di- | 
ſeaſe but the Leproſie that the | Ws 
Priefts werepriviledged from, un- | fit 
der: the Law ; and I dare 'not - be |} « 
peremptory in aſſerting, that Mi- | 
niſters -have ttiis we con. | © 
tinued under the Goſpel. Wi 


-z. Miniſters are ſubject not on- || & 

ly:to more Diſtreſſes, and Suffer- N P 
its, bur alſo to -more Diſeaſes, || *! 
and:more_ bodily Infirmities than |} 
others. They are to be the Lights Þ| 91 

of, the World, and they are as a |} 8 

: "Candle fet upon a Hill, which | 
od ow: an before others. 


6 > D—_—_——— 
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- 3.  Mipiſters Lives . may be 


- | ſhortned,: as wellfor other Mens 
| Sins; a$>for their .cown.: We may 


with» trembling ,- conſider what 
manner of ' Minifters: Gad hath 
mn..eur-day taken, :or fnatcht from 
us by different diſeafes. IH con- 
fine\my Jelf. to two inftances un- 


der 1each Head. 


Some .mdeed God continued 
long ta the. World dtruggling (1 
will not ſay to —_—_— but to 
| their dying Lite - un- 


Improve 
tormenting 


der unuſual and 


 pains'- to 'the Churches benefic, 


whoſe Bodies were worn out 
with anguiſh, but their Souls had 
foretalts of Heaven, before they 
got looſe from their clogs, wv4z. 
Mr: Corbet, who befideshis'Pulpit- 
Labours wrote a greater number of 
Fealing Txeatiſes, than any I ever 
heard ''of. And Mr. Baxter of 
whom - his Works fay 10 much, 
| need {ay nothing. | 

Same 
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Some others God didi-not con- 
titiue ſo long, indeed 'tis impoſſible | 
they ſhould, without miracle, their | 
pains being in a- ſad meaſure 2» 
tolerable to thoſe that but ſympa- 
thized with them,viz. Mr. Feremiah | 
Whitaker, who was a mirror of 
Patience,; and - Mr..'Foſeph | Allein, 
whoſe Sufferings for 'Chriſt httle | 
other than hurried: him to Heaven | 
in a fiery | Chariot, | if any bodily 
diſeaſes 'may>\ be called: fo, for 
their being ''terrible..to the” be- 

holders. | 

. Some others, 'whoſe ' Labours 
were more/than ordinary, and: ſuc- | 
ce(s anſwerable, God laid them to 
ſleep, without :any hint: to. thetr 
admirers, to put up ſo much as one 
Prayer:foritheir continuance, viz. 
Mr. Gouge, whom I think none 
will grudge the Title of the E- 
vangeliſt- of Wales, who did more 
for 'the <promoting the. Goſpel 
there, than ever was done _— 
who 
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who when he went to Bed well, 
was found dead there in the Morn- 
ing. | And Mr. Hardy, whoſe 
Zeal (and Prudence to manage it ) 
was ſuch, that thoſe who envied 
him his Station, were forc't to get 
a By-Law on purpoſe, ere they 
could remove him. And when he 
was a great Bleſſing to the People, 
\ Whither God ſent him, God put 
| him'to ſleep in much like manner 
with the former. 

Some others, God ſtartled the 
Congregations with their Surprizal 
11 the Pulpit, God calling them 
{ up thither, not only to preach but 
to die, viz. Mr. Oakes, who was 
(1 think) as well in healta as any 
time of his life, when he had 
ended his Afternoon Prayer before 
his Sermon, God call'd him to 
begin .his eternal Sabbath with 
himſelf. And the next Lord's dav 
but one, when Mr. Mentiſh had 
rouzed the Peoples attention with 

N the 
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Mitch, 7. 1. 


live; as I remember, 


—— 


the mention of Mr. Oake's being 


{0 lately ſtruck dead in the Pul. 


pit, God made him a like inſtance. 

Some others, who had but juſt 
begun to preach, but would pro. 
bably have outſtript moſt others, 
God only thewed them to the 
World, and ſratcht them to him- 
felt, viz. Mr. John Janeway, who 
lived to much in Reaven , 
God as ir were ſaid of him, #1 


Sout defireth the firſt ripe fruit, 
and this good Man ſoon periſttÞ 


out of the Earth, 1. e. cealed to 
he never 
preacht more then one Sermon. 
and Mr. Tyro, who was but 
offering at the Miniſtry , admired 
by all that heard him, but God 
ſoon took him to admire himſclt 
in Glory. Thus died theſe Wor- 
thies. Upon whoſe Provocations? 
not their own, belure.. They kept 
off Judgments, not procured them. 

Ged ſaid to them as to Ezetze!, 


Thou 


tha: 


DO ——————— 


; 
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ng þ Thou ſhalt not be to them a Re- Ek. 3.6 
ul. | Prover. : 

e | Theſe. Inſtances have eniarged 

aft þ che firſt Propoſition. P11! bebrieter 


ro. | 10 the relt. 


heb I. When God takes away any II. Prop: 
of his eminent Miniſters by 
death, God requires a more 
than ordinary notice ſhould 
be taken of it. | 
Which may be thus evideaced, 
| I, God ſers Miniſters for a Sign 
to the People, that the People may 
receive Inſtruction, as well trom 
the Providences of God towards 
them, as from their Doctrine. A 1. 20. 2, 
the ſame time ſpake the Lord by *'* 
Ilatah, the Son of Amoz, ſaying , 
Go, and looſe the Sack-cloth from 
- $f thy loins, and put off thy ſhooe 
» From thy foot: And he did /o, 
valking naked and barefoot. And the 
Lord ſaid, Like as my Servant 11ai. 
math walked naked and barefoot three 
| N 2 Tears 
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Tears for. a Sign and Wander upon. | 
Egypt, and upon Ethiopia ; So ſhall | 
the King of Ailyria-lead. away the 
Egyptians Priſoners, . and 'the F- 
thtopians Caprives, young and old, 
naked and barefoot, even with 


' itheir Buttocks uncovered, to the 


ſhame of Fgypt. - Here arc Sym- 
bolical and S:ignificative  Ceremo- 
mes, whereby the Proplict was to 


repreſent to them, not only in} 


Vifieng.as lome tuppole, but really, | 
how. they: ſhould be carried away 
captive, he muſt put off his pro- Þ 
phetical Mantle (ſuch as fell from 
Elias, when. he was carried up to 


. Heaven ina Whirlwind,) ſo they 


ſhould gotript (not ſtark naked) 
in forry and ragged apparel, as 
Priſoners are ' wont to be led ; fo 
he was to walk up and down 1n 
that manner, that they might be 
convinc'd what ſhould betall them. 
See the whole 4th. Chapter of 
Ezekiel, and Exzek. 12.th. Chapter 
from 


— 
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fram FV 34. to the 19th... and Ch. 
241 from v. 16.” to the 197. Sox 
of Man, behold I take from thee 


the Deſire of thive Eyes with a. 


ſtroke ; yet neither ſhalt thou mourn, 
or weep, neither . hal by. tears 
run dawn, v. 19. Forbear\ to. cry, 
make no mourning, far the -dtad = 
v.18: So [ ſpake wuntd the People 
in the morning, and at even my 
Wife died, and I did in the Morn- 
ing as I ivas commanded, v. 19. And 
the People  faid uito me, wilt thou 
not tell us what theſe things are ta 
us,that thou doeſt ſo? Þ'.e People en- 
quire, as well they might. What 
is it that we are to learn by this ? 
Theie are types, what do they 
mean 2? bur F'll cloie this with this 
Scripture-ſtory. Ia 1 Aings 13. 
A Prophet is ſent to tell: Feroboaw 
what fhould betall his Idoiatrous 
Altar, he ftretcheth out Ins hand 
againſt the Prophet, but muſt be 
beholding to the Praphet's Prayer, 

| that 
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that he may be able to 'pull-it to 
him again: For this kindneſs he 
invites'the Prophet to Dinner, but: 
the Prophettells him, wv. 8. 1f rhou 
wilt give me half thine Houſe, [ 
will not go in with thee, neither 
will eat: bread or drink water in 
this place, v. 9. For ſo was it 
charged 'me by the word of the Lord, 
ſaying, eat no bread, nor drink wa- 
ter, nor turn again by the ſame 
way that thou cameſt. But this 
young Prophet was feduced by 
an old one, who pretended God 
by an Angel ſent to him to invite 
him to take ſome refreſhment, he 
having delivered his meſſage, and 
was returning home another way, 
as was . commanded him ; but as 
he fate at the Table, the old Pro- 
phet is: forced to tell his gueſt, 
he had ſeduced him, and for his 
yielding to the pretended Diſpen- 
iation, a Lion ſhould kill him, 
which was executed that very 
day, 


*%qy, © kw jw my faw fy Que ao © Ft a Fey % A am 


——_ '- TH \ m—_ — LEI "IP 


- 


-- 


Faneral Sermon, 


day, and the poor Prophetr's death 
muſt aſſure both Court and City 
of the Certainty of the Prediction. 
O what need have Miniſters to be 
cautious leſt God by their death 
confirm their Dottrine, v. 32. 


2, God requires ſomething 
more than ordinary. Joſhua and 
the People had obſerved the or- 
dinary time of Mourning. And 


| the Children of Iſrael wept for De. 34. 


Moſes i» the Plains of Moab thirty $: 


' days: So the days of mourning for 
Moles were ended. So many days Nunb. 20, 


they mourned for Aaron; the 25 
time of mourning for ordinary 
Perſons was ſeven days. Burt of 
Moſes, when they had mourned as 
long for him, as tor any one. God 
now puts them upon ſomething 
more. It is not enough to do on- 
ly as the People:that went to ſee 


Chriſt crucified ; Zhey ſmote Enke 23 


their breaſts, and returned. A* 
tran- 
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11T. Prop. 


tranſient Pang of Paſiton'is not F 1 
ſo much as the leaſt that God þ NM 
calls for, Therefore, F5.-4 


It. When God takes away his 
Eminent Minuiiters, \ there 15 
more work. devolves upon o-(p 
thers, both Miniſlers and 
People, by it. 


I. The Work they did muſt be 
done by others, that the Church 
of Chriſt may not be a looſer by 
their death. - And this you'll find F 
to be hard work, for many to per- 
torm what. ſome ove hath done, 
whom God hath taken from us, | 
One Moſes did more then the {c- | 
venty chict of them, who were to 
eaſe him of his burthen z. he did 
more with God and Man in Zgypt, 
and in the Wilderneſs, by Sea, . by 
Land, in Peace, in War more by 


lifting up in hands, in prayer, than 


the whole by liting up their hands 


"! 
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1n fighting. Exod. 17. 11. When 
| Moſes held up his hand Iſrael pre- 
wailed ; and when he let down his 
.* | hand Amalek prevailed. More tor 
his | the quieting and fartisftying of a 
75s | murmuring People than any of 
o- | them, than all of them could do. 
1nd | What is now therefore next to be 
done 2 and by whole hands ? they 
might tremblingly enquire, tor 
Moſes is dead, and it the delive- 
'rance he begun, be not carried on, 
y they muſt periſh. Who dare now 
undertake it > But I'll ſpeak of 
Moſes as a Miniſter, and of ſuch 
things wherein we are all con- 
, |cerad. | 


2. Repentance of the Sins they 
reproved, which are not yet re- 


'pented of ; and the Performance 
of the Duties they called to, wich 
they have not yet obeyed the 
Call; Tour Fathers, Where are my 
they? And the Prophets do they * © 
| O live 
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live for eves 2 But my Words and | 
my Statutes which 1 commandedfj | 
my Servants the Prophets dill q 
they not take hold of .your Fathers) 
and they returned and ſatt,. Like X 
as the Lord of Hoſts thought to aff c 
anto us, according to our ways, | 
and according to our doings, fo F- 
hath he dealt with us, q. d. Where| ;, 
are diſobedicnt Fathers? .though 
the Prophets die that''threatned Þþ 1 
them, Did not the Fhreatnings 
purſue and overtake: them ? and is 
ſo the Word will :have the: ſame - 
effe&t upon you, though the Mi F 
niſters that preach it do- not live ff ,, 
to ſee its Accompliſhment. bf 


3. New Duties fpring as it were 
out of their Graves. There ſhould | fa 
be a” Progreſs in the Knowledge 
and Practice of ferious Godlinels; 
_ Can you think that God; requires I 
: no more of you now thin ' he did Þ © 
of our Foretathers, when he firft W 
w— ſeat 
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(nt the Goſpel amongſt them 2 
that we ſhould know no more 
'now, than thoſe who had the firſt 


dawnings of Goſpel-light our of 
worſe than  Xgyptian darkneſs 2 


that God expeds no more fruits 
from you who have been ſo long 
cultivated, than from thoſe that 
ſcarce ever heard a Conlcience- 
awakening Sermon ? Surely, you 
cannot perſwade your ſelves, I hope 
all the Devils in Hell cannot 
Eperſwade you to think ſo. Be- 
 fides, every Age hath its peculiar 
Truth. The Apoſtle Peter, when 2Pet.1.12. 
he mentions his departure, tells 
them he would have them eſta- 


bliſhed in the preſent Truth. 


And the Apoſtle Jude tells thoſe to Fude 3: 


whom he wrote, that 'twas need- 


| ful for him to” write unto them 


and exhort them, that they ſhould 


earneſtly. contend. for the .. Faith 


which. was fir#, de{iuered unto the 
Seixts., Doth it. not ..cogcern, us 
Es O2 dili- 
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' for? Give me leave to propole it 
' me not, I urge no other Conten- 


for his fulfilling all the Promiſe 
that concern Chriſt's mediatory 


' cibleArguments that the Scripture 


' mics with the moſt piercing 


"— — 


diligently to enquire waat may be | 
the Doctrine of Faith, which Godſ 
calls us now carneſtly to contendſ 


ns 5, &@,, A 4, 


to your Enquiry, Whether 1t may 
not be the DoEtrine of the Kingly 
Office - of Jeſus Chriſt 2 Miſtakeſ 


4O"—_1 (it Hm. lap) 


tions than that which every one 
will grant to be a Duty, namely, 
ſtrive with God, in fervent Prayerſþ 


Kingdom, in ſhort, that GolYf f 
* would grant what Chriſt hatiYj a 
taught us firſt to pray for, Th] | 
Kingdom come, that Chriſt's Kingfh 1 


dom may be advanced, and Satan' 
Kingdom may be deſtroyed. An 
ſtrive with Men by the moſt for- 


furniſh us withal, to be Chriſt's 
willing People im this day of his 
Pewer. And to ſtrive with Ene- 


Con- 


£ 
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beþ Convictions, that thoſe Arrows may 
od} be ſharp in their Hearts to wound, 
nd} and heal them. Chriſtians, pray, 
ith let-it be your great care to ap- 
ay} prove your felves to be the 
taithful Subjeas of the Lord Je- 
| ſus Chriſt, without any reſerve of 
either Sin, or Duty. 


ly, 4. New Sins, like new Diſcaſes, 
yerſÞ are peculiar to ſpecial times, for 
{| the Cure of which we muſt apply 


| proper Remedies. We yearly 
{peak of new Fevers, when they 


athÞ are but the ſame with ſome pecu- 
Th liar Circumſtances. So in ſpiritual 
ng-# Diſeaſes, ſeveral times have their 


"ing ſhall grievous Wolves enter in ** 
among you, not ſparing the Flock, 
v. 30. Therefore watch, &e. and 
v. 25. And now behold, 7- Fnow 
that ye all among whom 1 have gone 
Preaching the Kingdom of God ſhall 
ing} ſee "my face no more. When raven 
Of ing 


veral dangers. After my depart- Afts 20, 
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Os. EE os. At 


Prop, IV. 


ing Wolves can no more worry, 
then Seducers will be buſie-to per- 
vert, and. when watchful. Shep- 
herds are taken away, 'tis then 
time for the, Sheep of Chrzſt to be 
ſenſible of their danger, that they 
may neither.be frighted, nor flat- | 
tered out of the Fold of Chrilt, 


IV. While the Senſe of the | 


Death of any Eminent Mini- 
ſter is. freſh upon us, we 
ſhould take that advantage 
of getting an abiding beneftt. 
When the Iron is bot, then 


1s time to ſtrike, to faſhion 
.1t iato that uſeful form, that 


it muſt abide in till it is worn 


.out.- . Whoſe heart is heated 
and mollified by.ſuch a Pro- 


vidence as this, let. it not 


.*. cool - again ,without ſome 


powertul Improvement. .. 


- 
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t. The Circumſtances of ſuch 
a Providence, which are, moſt at+ 
feting; will wear off, it there be 
not-great care - to preſerve them in 
thoir- prefent- vigor: We are un 
many things more affected with 
the Cifrcamftances, than with. the 
things themſelves. + Doi but ab- 
ſerveit- in thoſe ſignal Pallages of 
God's providence. towards .you., 


| which you did preſently put down 


m writing, to keep by you; when 
ſome Years after you. read them, 


| doth it not bring to mind thaſe 
Circumſtances 


{ | that were for- 
gotten 2 * - RES 


'2.\Several things-of great :mo- 
ment fall out but-once in our Life, 
and-perhaps: you'll find this to be 
fuch a Providence: when you-con- 
fiderately conſider of "it: |. , 
*.I thinkevery:one that will but 
Eriouſly reflect npon' the +. Provis 
"NY dences 
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dences of - his own Life will find 
himſelf furniſhed with inſtances of 


this kind, both in the things of | 


this Lite and a better. Some ſpeak 
peremptorily, that every one hath, 
ſome time of hu life ſome provides. 
tial offers of worldly advantage 
avhich if it be let ſlip, they never 
have a ſecond offer like it. - Nay 
more, they ſay, there's neyer any 
one under overwhelming preſſures, 
bur if he had complied with ſome 


hints of. Providence, he might 


have prevented it: I will not di- 


vert ſtrictly to examine this aſler- 


tion, becauſe 'tis not my buſineſs 
to preach a worldly Lecture. But 
obſerve it therefore in Spiritual, 
There's not any one now periſheth 
wander the Goſpel, but if he had, 
or would comply with the ſirivings 
of the Spirit he might be ſaved. 
You will {ay, 'tis only the Ele 
ſhall be ſaved. I ſay ſo to. But 
-add then ; There is not any one it 
| the 
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can prove he 


' the World CL 


| 8 10t elefted. 1 grant 'tis ealie . £0. 


prove that they are not yeteffectu-. 
ally called, but who can prove they 
ever (hall be. Though Salvation 
be of Grace, yet Damnation us onely 


for Sin. There's not any one in, 


the World, ever was, or {hall be 
damned, - ozely becauſe he was not 
elected. Do you theretore catclt 
at-the offer of Salvation, and let. 


not oe offer flip : Perhaps you'll 


lay, this Counſel is too late, you 


Þ have let-many flip. Well, but be 


intreated to ſlip no more, caſt tly- 
(elf at the feeFot Chriſt;in a way 
of Duty, and «there humbly re- 
lolve to - live and die:- I, do. once 
more in the name of- my- Maſter. 
nvite and adjure thee to accept of 
this ofter , do-not  negle& it, Zr 
may be thy - laſt ; thou canſt not 
of thy ſelf 'cloſe with it,. call in 
help trom the Spirit of: God, take 

{Þ P Pro- 


5% 
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12,13. with fear ani trembling, for it is 
God which worketh in you, both to 
will aud to do, of his good plea- 
ſure. 

V. Prop. V. The preſent time is always 

the fitteſt tor the preſent 
Duty. What is our preſent 
Duty? There are peculiar 
Sealons for particular Duties, 
Eccleſ. 8. 65. Becauſe there # 
a time and ſeaſon for every 


Man is great upon him. Here 
it 1s-'that we blunder, and 
run our ſelves into confuſi- 
on, in perverting our Duties, 
in doing that firſt which 
ſhould belaſt, and purting off 
titat to thetaſt which ſhould 
Mat. 6.33. 'be-firſt. ' Seek : ye Yrf? the 
 Kingtom of God. We tie 
our {elves im hunting ater the 
World, 


Phil. 2. it. Work out your own Satvation | 


work, therefore the Miſery of | 


w 
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World, and when we are 
weary, we would have relk, 
not in Heaven, that's a Holy 
place, poſſeſt by holy Inhabt- 
tants, Holineſs is hated about 
all things, let it be called 
Heaven, but let it be a Tur- 
kith Paradice, a phace of free- 
dom trom Mifery, and an 
enjoyment of , fentual De- 
lights. Fhus we pervert both 
means and end, and while 
out our hfe in a Dream, tilt 
we awake in Hell. At beft 
we loſe. our Tyde, and then 
muſt row againſt 1t all the 
way. | Whereas the hardeſt 
Duties of Religion, did we 
bur mind their (eafon, would 
be made graciouſly natural 
to us. 


CIs 


1. Confider what heitp God or- 
atnarily affords for preſent Duty, 
which, if that be negle@ed, he 


P 2 {ome- 
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ſometimes offers . it \not again, | 
Should we refle& upon the Duty | 


God now injwned in this:.Verſe , 
and remember what God--did to 
their immediate Anceſtors, Numb. 
13. 31, 32. F. 30. Aud, Caleb 
ftilled the People ---- and taid, Let 
us go up at once and poſſeſs it, for 
we are well able to overcome it,v.3 1, 
But the Men that went up with him, 
faid we are not able togo up againſt 
the People, for they are ſtronger 


than we; compare this with Num. 


bi 


I4.37,40- V.37. Thoſe Men that did 
ring up the evil Report pon the 
Land, died by the Plague before the 
Lord, v. 40. The People roſe up 
early in the morning, and got them 
ap into the top of the Mountain, 
= Lo, we be here, andwill go 


up into the place which the Lord 


bath promiſed ; for we have fin- 
ed. The ſum of the Story is 
this; 'twas their Duty to go pre- 
ſently and take poſſeſſion of Ca- 
naan. 


RX ak a eos ac Es. ds. IR... 


. Funeral Sermon. 


— —— 


»aan. Thioſe that diſcouraged them 
to this Duty, God ſtruck them 
dead ſuddenly : ' This ſtartles the 
Survivors, they did but ſleep up- 
on it (or rather wake upon it) one 
night, on the very morrow morn- 
ing, they'll go to rights to Canaay. 
No, 'tis too late, God reftuſeth 
the Conduct of them, rhere's ne- 
ver a Man of them ſhall ever ſee 
Canaan. Think of this over a- 


gain. 


2. The oftener preſent Help for 
preſent Duty 15 neglected, the more 
likely it is rhat God is upon his de- 


| parture from ſuch a People, Fer.16. 


21. Therefore behold, I will thu 
once cauſe them to know, Twill cauſe 
them to know mine hand and m 


| might, and they ſhall know that my 


Name is the Lord, q. d. once for 
all, and Ill trouble my ſelf with 
them no more. 


And 
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2 Kings 
18. 5, 6. 


2 Kings 
23 25» 


Deut. 34 


And, now, God faith, My Servant 
Brand 7. dead. Perhaps, forme 
may be. ready. preſently . to ſay, 
Wil yqu.. gomparc hw, with 
Moſes. 2.. It is faid, . Thege aroſe 
not, a, Propbet fince in rac {ike unto 
Moles, whom. the Lord knew face 
zo. face. You may oblerve, leve- 
ral, Perſons are commended in 
Scripture as Noeu-ſuch Pexipns tor 


ſame peculiar Excellency, wherem | 


they excelled others, though 
{ſome in other things excelled 
them, e.g, Hezekiah #raſted 7n the 
Lord God of Iſrael, ſo that. after 
him was none like him among a the 
Kings of Judah, wor any that were 
before bim, &c. For truſting in 
God without calling in Heatheniſ 
Succours, nane like him. - Sq 04 
Fofiab, Like unto him was there us 
King before him, that tuxued tozhe 
Lord with all his heart, and with 
all his ſoul, and with all. his might, 
according to all the Law of Moles, 


Het 


ee er cn Rs 1 EC =—_ 


Funeral Sermon 4 4 


neither after him aroſe there any 

Ike him, For his diligent care'to 

root out Idolatry, andeſtablith the 

true Religion, none like him. -And 

of John Chriſt faith, Among them mar. 11. 
that are born of Women, there hath "*: 

not riſen a greater than John the 
Baptiſt, 'Other Prophets prophe- 

fied of 'Chrift ro come, Fohn-Bap- 

tiſt could ;point to 'him., and 

lay 5 'Behold the Lamb of God which Fob. 1. 29 


| taketh away the Sinof the World. 


He could thew him to be already 
come: | And the bleſſed Apoſtle 
faith of the Galatians. My temp- Galq. 14 
tation which was in my fleſh ye de- 
Jpiſed not, nor rejetted, but received 
me as an Angel of God, even as 
Chrift Jeſus, q. d. It Chrift "Jeſus 
himielt had come {amongſt you, 
You could not. have been more 
kind to'him then you were to 
me. In a word, I will grant ##fes 
excell'd all the Prophers, nor only 
in the Sublimenels of his Propheſie, 
but 
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but in the Excellency and Multi- 
tude of his Miracles. In one Ape 
he wrought Seventy ſix Miracles, 
when all that were wrought from 
the Beginning of the World to 
the Deſtruction of the firſt Tem- 
ple were but ſeventy: four, as 
ſome of the Fewi/h Maſters count 
them. Moſes had an. Hundred 
ſeventy three Colloquies with 
God, which we read not of all 
Prophets beſides. 


But yet if you will conſider 
Mr. Brand , though I compare 
him not with Moſes 1n the tore- 
mentioned Particulars, yet. could 
mention more than I dare. [|]! 
therefore wave all that I have to 
lay, and come to that which | 
would and ſhould come to, after 
all that can be ſaid, and that 15, 
Application, 


The 


'h1e 
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3 Application. 
. FIL begin with a word 'of 
© Intormation ; But I tear the Be- 


 talifts willcall-it a Ute of” Confola- 


tion, That i Mr. Brand © is". deat. ; 
What was: 4{aid- ot: the £wo -Wit- 
neſſes,/ may* in'its meaſure'be faid 
of him ; They that dwell upon ' the 


make merry, and ſhall ſend gifts oxe 
to another, becauſe theſe two Pro- 
phets tormented them that dwelt 
upon the Barth. We ſhall never 
be troubled. with his Zeal more”; 
we were uneaſic whenever we 
came where he was, tho' he ſaid 
nothing to us, we were za fear, 
he would awaken 'oar ſleeping Con 
'ciences, and make them fall upon 
us, that we. ſhould have much ado 
to-quiet them; but now; he will 
never d;\kurb. us more. TI will not 
itay with theſe ; only leave one 
word with them. That though 
they would not hear it from him, 


yet, 


Rev. Il 
Earth ſhall rejoice over them, and 1g. 


A, 
D 
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yet, unleſs by tome other hand , 
they take the Counſel he did, or 


would have given them, viz. 7o 


turn from fin to God, they will ne- 
wer go whither he 7s gone. 

But the little Application I in- 
tend ſhall be to thoſe who. will re- 
ceive it, : 


I. To my Brethren therefore 


let me addreſs my {elt. And ſee 
ing God by his Providence . hath 
ſingled out the meaneſt amongſt 
you tobs your Remembrancer,do 
not-flight the Meſlage for the Mel- 
{enger's ſake, but receive it for its 
moment's fake. God peaks to you 
by (ſhall I call it) a viſible voice, 
and thould wenot anſwer as Pau 
did to Chriſt upon his firſt power: 
ful ſpeaking to him. Lord what 


Acts 9: 6. wilt thou have us to do ? 


1. Refledi 


ef 
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I. Reflett upon what you have 
heard, and feen of Mr. Brand. This 
will requite your ſecond thoughts, 
the moſt ſedate thoughts, and till 
they prefent you with a better Me- 
thod make uſe of this, viz. W:th- 
draw your ſelves as you do: for {e- 
cret Devotion, and there with aw- 
ful Apprehenſions of God's ſpecial 
Preſence, thus (or-in a more tran- 
ſporting manner) beſpeak your 
own Souls. O my Soul, here's an Em- 
ployment worthy of thy ſelf ! Here 
a Miniſter of Christ indeed! Fere's 1% 4: *: 
one that made no noiſe in the World, 

but did his Maſter's work in his Ma- 

fter's way! Here's one,whoſe Body,and 

Soul, and Eſtate, aud Intereſt were 

all vigorouſly laid out for Chriſt / 
[s not this Example worthy thy I- 
mitation? ſhall no more uſe be 
made of this, then of a $quib, to 
be thrown away for a blaze, and a 
noiſe, and there's an end of it; or 
to ule a better Metaphor,ſhall it be 
only 
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only looked upon as a Prodigy, to 
be talkt of for a while. . and no- 
thing-more > No, my..Soul. God 
requires another kind of Improve- 
ment. God's giving me motice of 
ſach a Perſon is a Talent | & muſt ac- 
count for ! Brethren, are--you' 11h 
good earneſt , will ,you do thus 
much > Tf fo; 1 am ſure:your Con- 


ſciences will not be quiet tl you. | 


ao more. 


2. Pat down in writing. what in 
hs Life your Conſciences charge up- 
on you to be your Duty to imitate. 
I'{l ſuppoſe you now in the Secrets 
of God's preſence, wholly taken up 
with ſuch (as more ſpiritual) So- 
liloquies. - 7his, and that he did, 
which T do not. This and that, 
he did, otherwiſe than I do. I can- 
not but ſay, '7zs my Duty: as much 
a hi to fulfil my Miniſtry, where 
he had gracious Ability to di- 


charge his Office, I may have = 
like 
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like to diſcharge mine. I'll there. 
fore put down my preſent Senti- 
ments of thele things, and lay 
them .by, for furrher Meditation 
and Prayer. | 


3. Every day review what you 
have written ; do it with Meditas 
tion and Prayer. Where you lett is 
the day. betorc, endeavour to take 
it up with the ſame (or greater ) 


| Senſe of being concern'd tor the 


Souls. of thoſe to whom God ſends 
you , he hath done much; 1t 


cannot. be denicd, but what hath 


been done, may be done. Here's 
one gave up himicli more entirely 
to God, and to do good than [ 


| have yet done. What, though 
his worldly Eftate was better than 


mine, ſhall I therefore imitate him 
in nothing? : What ! do nothing 
more;than 1 did bciore:! Think of 
it. and pray. over it again, and lay 
it by again, till it be 74pe lar a Rey 
tolutipn. _ 4- Take 
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4. Take it up again, and read it 
over, and pray it over, and think 
zt over, with ſubſtrafting, adding, 
altering as upon the moſt mature 
deliberation the Matter requires, 
and then bring it to a ſerzous, 
humble, and temporary Reſolution ; 
and whether you will bring that 
Reſolution under another refining 
I fubmur it to you,but when tt hath 
come under your laſt hand mould 
it into a Cautzous, Self-dying, Tempo: 
rary Yow: You know my Bre- 
thren better than I, that we// com- 
poſed Vows are extraordinarily 
helpful for the doing, of "extraor- 
dinary Service, and they are or- 
dinarily blefſed with more than or- 
dinary Succeſs, but the Succeſs 
depends much upon the manxer of 
their compoſition. I have named 
three Qualifications, which muſt 
be inſeparable, namely, Cantzow, 
for raſh Vows involve the. Soul in 
- dread- 
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dreadful Perplexities, that many 
gracious Perſons never extricate 
themſelves while they live. And 
they-mulſt not only be Cautious,but 
Self-denying. I think I may fay 
tis univerſally true,without ſomuch 
as one exception, that a Self con- 
fident Vow i always broken. What 
we undertake in our own ſtrength, 
God -not only in Fuſtice, but in 
Mercy \ſhews us our folly ; the. 
more we live at a Dependance up- 
on God in every thing (in a way 
of Duty, not of Sloth) the more 


infallible. is our Succeſs : Add one 


Qualification more, and that is 
Temporary not perpetual; miſtake 
me not, I am not ſpeaking of Bap- 
tiſmal Vows, or of thoſe that make 
up (as it were) the Sub/tantials of 
Religion.; but of prudential Vows, 
that help us to the better perform- 
ance of {ome ſpecial Duttes; it is 
luperfluous to ſpeak - here againſt 
Popiſh Vows, the word Temporary 


excludes 


$20 The Rewerend Mr. Brand's | 


excludes them ; and well may they. | te 
be excluded; who exclude all but | a 
them(clvesfrombeing religious;they | fs 
call all their own Clergy Secular, | be 
z.e. worldly, that' arenat tnder | ye 
ſome of rheir perpetual. .Mows, to | tic 
them they appropriate the-T'tle of | alt 
Regular, and count theirV otariesthe | ce! 
only Religious among them-;bur all þ zh; 
Iaimat is this. Many whole hearts | 
are ſet for God whoſe. Fudgments. Þþ tea 
are zewly informed, whole- affecti« ff of 
ons are warmly engaged, and whole | the 
Conſciences are tenderly. convinced: Þ you 
that they muſt do-their -u2p0ft: to Þ wha 
get- aſſurance of :their own 'Salva- Þ may 
tion, and-'then their #tmeſt to pros Þ ing 
mote the Salvatibn of otliers,: and F (ely 
they would fain have the fafne /m- Þf on, 
preſfon abide upon. thei?! Spirits | way 
without avy abatement-;andthere- 
fore they bindthemſelves-toi{ach 
Severities' of Religion, that the | 
Change of Providence- render: 3m- 
praficable, and fo what they in- 

* tended 
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tended to be a furtherance proves 
a hindrance of the end they de- 
fgned : Therefore let your Yow 
be Temporary, and do by it, as 
you do by a Leaſe near 1ts expira- 
tion, renew it again, Witia what 
alteration of Circumſtances is ne- 
cellary, without any abatement of 
the ſubſtance of your vow. | 
My Brethren, I pretend not to 
teach you; this 1s all I aim at. I beg 
of you to do ſomething more after 
the propoſing of this Example, than 
you did before the propofing of it, 
what to do, and how to ſecure the 
manner and the cont inuauce of do- 
ng it, I ave wholly ro your 
ſelves, and to the Spirit's directi- 
on, I only beg, that this Example 
may not be loſt to you. 
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IT. To: private Chriſtians ; ſo 
tar as what I have offered to my 
Brechren is ſuitable to your Station, 
inake Conlcience of it ; But add, 


1, Improve Miniſters while you 
have them,you cannot but belenſible, 
God is removing them apace, and 
which of you hath not ſaid over 
{ome Miniſters of your particular 
acquaintance, had 7 thought God 
would. have taken them away ſo ſoon, 
T would have better improved m) 
acquaintance. Do it now witli 
thoſe that remain, make the bd 
you can ot them, all manner 0! 
ways. In hcaring of them, avoid 
two Rocks, be neither wanton, nor 
cenſorious ; do not ſwallow all you 
receive like Pills without chewing, 
becauſe you eltcem the Preacher, 
nor Wyer-draw what is delivercd, 
becauſe of prejudice. Do not re 
ful wholciome Truths, _ 
they 
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they are not dreſt up to your li- 


| king : Nor commend what 15 blame 


worthy becaule it /uzts your humor, 
How many better then your ſelves 
would welcome what you nauſeate. 
Many hungry Souls wouid count 
your Orts a Feaſt ; in ſhort, if you 
did but conſider this one thing in 
Mr. Brand's ordinary compoting 


make you cautious of hearing of 
Sermons ever after, namely, the 
more then ordinary time that hc 
(pent in Prayer, methini;s it doth 
35 it were naturally prompt you to 
be proportionably much in Prayer, 
thar the word preached may be 
lavingly profitable. Chriſtians I 
propoſe it to your Conſciences , 
whether ſerious praying, ſecret 
prayer before and after every Ser- 
mon you hear, would not do much 


to cure you of your faults of both 


"Pcaring and praftiſe. Though we 


trifle with Men, we dare not do 
R.2 {0 


of his Sermons : Surely twould. 


22: 


a - 
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ſo with God. A few ſerious Mi. 
utes with God before and after a 


Sermon, pray, try, whether. twil 


not work Wonders. 


2. Acquaint your ſelves more fa- 
miltarily with ſome one, or more 
Miniſters, that you have or may find 
ſpecially "muxe” rye to your Soul, 
Though there's no ſufficient Scrip- 
ture-warrant fora Popiſþ Confeſlor 
to have a Key to your Conſcience 


_ for ſecular Advantage, yet there's 


{ufficient warrant for Chriſtians to 
ak and Miniſters not to dare to 
deny particular Advice and En- 
eouragement in all emergent Caſes, 
Where Paſtors and People are duly 
communicative for ends purely 
Spiritual, *Tis no ſmaZ advantage 
to both: Miniſters may learn « 
much to help their Preaching, « 
People may learn to guide their 
Pradttiſe. But, 


3. Do 
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3. Do not trouble your Miniſters 
with things remote from * —— 
Caſes of Conſcience, but about your 
own preſent Duty. Chriſtians I 
would charge you to weigh every 
word in this direion ; do not 
trouble your Miniſters, by divert- 
inz them and your ſelves from 
what's of moment to what's 
trivial, (unleſs it be when it may 
be a Duty to unbend their Bow , 
for refreſhing their tired Spirits) 
however pleaſant az may ſeem to 
be, 'twill be a 7reable to review. 
Then let it be your Miniſters, 
ſome run up and down, and ſettle 
no where, who are at beſt but like 
thoſe Deer that leap over the Pales, 
who though they meet with 
better Paſture then the Park af- 
fords, yet they are leaner than 
thoſe that ſtay in their Encloſure. 
Such planetary Chriſtians, though 
they converle with worthy Mint- 
_ 
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Mat. 12. 
36, 37- 


ſters, yet 'tis ordinarily about 
things remote from what '1s ſpt- 
ritually profitable, they will ask 
Problematical  Queftions, ' and be 
ſure like the Lapwing to make the 


greatelt noiſe far trom their Neſt ; 


they will not come near any tiing 
that comes near their Conſcience, 
but all the words they {peak are 
{uch as Chriſt calls «»profizable, 1c. 
neither they, nor others can profit 
any thing by them ; whereas your 
diſcourſe with Miniſters ſhould al- 
ways be of what may properly 
cnough be called a Caſe of Con- 
{cience ; their buſineſs, and their 
very Recreations ſhould be redu- 
cible to Cales of Conſcience, and 
that not only Caſes of Conſcience, 
but pratticable Caſes of Conſcience; 
not Caſes like the Cobwebs of the 
School-men, finely ſpun but of no 
ule, but of thoſe things that con- 
cern' Duty. Notions will not fave 
us, we may towrehigh in Specula- 

12; tion 


—- aw % we WF -—S 
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tion, and drop into Hell ; it ſhould 


| be our Ambition: to know words 
and things whereby we may be ſa- 4fts11.14. 


ved. And 'tis not enough to know 
what is Duty ; but what 1s our 
own Duty, we are too apt to re- 
member what is ſaid to be others 
Duty, and to twit them with t he 


.negle&t of it, when we neglect 


our .own. Peter himſelt faid to 
Chrift, when what he ſpake ſhould 


have engroſt his thoughts, about 


his own greateſt concern, Zord, 
aud what ſhall this Man do 2 Jeſus 
ſaid unto him, if I will, that he 
tarry till I come, what ws that to 
thee 2 follow thou me. Mind your 
own. Duty, to ſeek direction how 
you may direct thoſe rhat are un- 
der your charge to do their Duty, 
that 3s. your Duty, but do not con- 
cern your felves with that which 
doth'not concern you, . as your owy 
Duty ; 4t you do, «the: /eaf# harm 
it doth , you, is the; neceſſitating 

you 


= —— 


Fob. 2F. 


21, 22. 


Th? 
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you to omit your preſent Duty, | 
you juſtle out your preſent Duty ; 
.and that is the laſt thing I mention- | 


ed in this Dire&ion. Let your 


Enquiry always be about your pre- | 
ſent Duty ; you will find this to 
ſhake off .many .Impertinencies ; | 
this will contract your work into | 
2 narrow compatls ; this will facili- | 


tate your greateſt difficulties ; for 
this you may pray in Faith, for 
God's afliſtance and acceptance; 
the well diſcharge of your preſent 
Duty, gives you the taireſt hopes, 
that when that which is your fu- 
ture Duty ſhall come” to be your 
preſent Duty, you ſhall graciouſly 
grow up into a Capacity to dif- 
charge it. | 

I'll name but one thing more ; 

4. Exerciſe and evidence yoar 
real profiting by the Miniſtry you 


fit under, by diſcharging all your 


relations with © ſuitable Godli-F 


neſs. You have now your liberty 
| to 
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| to chooſe what Miniſter you pleaſe; 
| what choice ever you make, let it 
+» | #ot be with the deſpiling of others; 
ir | bleſs God tor the manitold Gitts 
e | and Graces to. his and your Ser- 
ro | vants, for Chriſt's fake; Do not 
confine. the Church of Chriſt to a 
to | Party, Hs little Flock would be a 
li. Þ /zztle: Flock indeed, ſhould all be ex- 
or | cluded, that do not worſhip him the 
or | /ame way. You cloole a Paſtor 
e. |ibe ſure it be one whom Chrift 
nt Yowns as 1s under Shepherd] you 
es, ſtake him to be the fitteſt for you 
fa- (though he is not fo ro others) do 
zur you make it your buſineſs to be 
ſly che beſt Chriſtians, the beſt Hus- 
Jif. bands, the beſt Wives, the belt Pa- 
rents, the bett Children, the beſt 
> - (Maſters and Miſtreſſes, the beſt 
oar Pxrvants , the beſt Neighbours, 
you he beſt Friends, the beſt Dealers, 
our {ne beſt Companions. Dear Chri- 
Alj-fuans be covetous of the beſt 
erty (-races, be ambitious of the belt 
to $ Pri- 
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Col. 2.6,7. 


III. 


Priviledges to put it beyond doubt: | 
ing, that you are the Son andfþ 


Daughters'of the moſt high ; you 


are the Children of Adoption, f 
and Heaven 1s yours” by Inheri | 


tance. As you have therefore re- 


ceived Chriſt Feſws the Zord, jo 


walk ye in him. Root'd and built 
up in him, and ſtabliſhed in th 
Faith, as ye have been taught, a- 
bounding therein - with Thankſgi- 
VINE. 

HI. To Youth : *Twas toYoung 
ones Mr. Brand delighted to ſpeak 
(in jome reſpect) above all others, 
to theſe was his Heart moſt en- 
larged, and his 7oxgxue moſt fluent, 
and *tis to theſe my Tongue and 
Penare moſt ſtrezghtned, my con- 
{ciouſneſs to my felt of coming 


ſhort of him in every thing, butÞ 


moſtin this, of his holy'Oratory to 
Youth, that Text almoſt frights 
me from ſaying any thing, Job 6. 
I5. How forcible are right words? 
But 


"Oll- 
10 
but 


V t0 
ghts 
1b 6, 
rds? 

But 


prog LE Ree + ne ins Bee oe 


. Frineral Sermon 


| But what doth your arguing avail 2 
| Not but that I am willing to imi- 
| tate him, and wiſh that my words 
| might be his Eccho, in more then 
: | repeating, a little of that he hath 


ſpoken, and longer than for a ſhort 
time, and with .more than a va- 
niſhing faintneſs. I heartily wiſh 
that the Spirit of God would bring 


| things to your remembrance; that 


you might not only thro ſtrength 
of Memory, but through ſtrength 
of Grace, remember the Counſel 
he gave you ; what Queſtions he 
put to you upon the Queſtions of 


. your Catechiſm, and what Anſwers 


he fo prompted you to make, as 
to make them your own ; what 
outhtul Sins, and Temptations he 
warned you againſt, and how he 
preſt you to ear[y Pzety: How 
he encouraged you from Chriſt's 
eing the Childrens advocate againlt 
ter captious Accuſers, for tol- 
owing him with ZZoſannahs,Chriſt 


J:'2 appiy- 


[TIE 
— 


the Enemy and the Avenger, i. e. 


of the Devil's Kingdom than moſt 


others. 
" get, with what evidence of Rea- 


on, with what conviction of Con- 
ſcience, he beſpoke you for Chriſt 
] hope you cannot but remember, 
Here was his Heart, here were hi 
hopes, here was his ſleeping, ws 
king Thoughts, his ſeepin 
thoughts, his laſt thoughts when 
he went to ſleep; his waking 
thoughts, his firſt thoughts when 
he wak'd in the Morning ; here 
was his plodding, praying thought; 
his pledding thoughts, how he 
might do good tothe next Genc 
ration 3 his prayzzng thoughts 
that God would direct and blel 
uawearied his Endeavours. Yo 
know how lollicitous he was to give 
you ſaitable InftruRtion, and " 
| 
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applying that of the P/almiſt to 
F/al. 8. 2. them, that God by them did ſtil 


they did more to the Detriment | 


[ hope you will never for- 


lon, with what warmth of Aﬀeci | 


cw Wwe pwnd . a "Y. 
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defirous' that you might drink it 
in, as the Farth the Rain. In 
ſhort, I cannot expreſs, pray, do 
you endeavour, that you may pra- 
tically conceive, how he did as 
it were travel over you, that 
might be the Comfort of the pre- 
ſent, and the Bleſſing of the next 


Generation.But now God hath taken ., Kings 2. 
away your Maſter from your Head 3, 9. 


this day ; you ſhall never more 
skip tor joy at Is approach- 
ing - preſence; you ſhall never 
more be cheared with his holy 
Charms ; you ſhall never more be 
provoked by his irre/iſtible Per- 
{waſion.. Methinks you can do 
no leſs then cry to God for (what 
Eliſha askt of Elijah) a double 
portion of his Spirit, not twice {0 
much as he had ( 7 know not 
whether that may be expedtted on 
this fide Glory) but as the firſt- 
born in dividing of Inheritances , 
twice, {o' much as any of the 
Brethren of the Family, ſo, 
twice 
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twice. ſo much. gs theſe who have 
net had ſuch balps; You, will 
be gregt lolexs, 1t your gain be 
not propertionable to your Ta- 
Tents. Great are our Expecta» 
tions from you; it you do not 
beſtir your telves to be exem- 
plary tor Piety and Zſefulneſs ; 
good and bad will juſtly blame 
yau-; the good will mournfully 
tewail their diſappointment, they 
are big with hopes, that thoſe 
who. were the chief of his Care 
and Charge ſhould ſtand up in 
his ſtead, and make it their bu- 
tine(s ta do that by many hands, 
which he did alone, that the 
Ciurch may be no.loſer by his 
death. The bad will with :riumpb 
{coru you (which 1s a_ dreadtul 
ay of real blaming of you) 
25 degeuerate Plants there 
needed no ſuch colt. and care to 
make you like them ; How: will 
you bear ſuch dagging «pbrai- 
diugs? But in- fhort, how wil 
you 
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you anſiver it to my Maſter : : Vow: 


muſt give another kind of uw" 


count to him, thin you Uid to 


Mr. Brand ; the account he called : 


you to, was ſuch, that what was 
faulty might be . amended, and 
what was defetive might be 
made up: But when Chrift ſhall 
call you to an account ( you 
know not how ſoon that will be) 
the State of Preparition will bc 

over > there will be no more 
(no not a Minates.) ſpace tor 
Repentance; no place ot rectitying 
Miſtakes, Now, now is your 
time, your only time, your fleet- 
ing, periſhing,expiring time. There- 
fore anſwer the Convidtions of your 
own Conſciences ; now make 
Conſcience of the performing the 


Promiſes you have made to God 


and him: Now do that in a way 
of Faith and Holineſs, that Chriſt 
may ſay to you, Well dove good 
and faithful Servants, enter you 
mmtoYQhe Joy of your Lord 

FINTS. 


Elogies were ſent, its all the Languages Chriſt"s E- 
pitaph was written, (if I may ſo call the Inſcrip- 
tion upon bus Croſs) but I'll only preſent you with 
theſe; 


Upon Reverend Mr. Brand. 


T he helpfulleſt of Miniſters and Saints : 

H is Work God bleſt with Grace, or with reſtraints, 
0 n thoſe who felt neither of theſe effes : : | 
M uch may they fear, their hardaing for neglets. | 
A 11 forts who knew him beſt,they him moſt priv?d. 
S trangers alone they were who him deſpigd. 


B ehold, Report, Admire, never Diſdain : 
KR ead'ly to imitate him Heaven © gain. 

. A Il worldly Happinefs, it ſhrinks before : 
N ever to vy incompetition more 
D eath is at hand to open you the Door. 


t” aWake, eXhort, proVokes the Vſe o'th* Story, 
DeCeiMtber the firſt he Was taken to Glory. ty lk 


* mm ox a4 _c=- 


Upon Reverend Mr. Brand. 


WaHen Primitive Devotion, Zeal and Love 
Fled back to th* Ark like Noab*s weary Doves 

Heavn left ſome Sparks behind, to let us ſee [| 
What once we were and ſtill we ought to be ; 

Some few good Men, and this was one, to ſave V 
A finking World, not only juſt but brave: P 
Nobly he ſtemn''d the Tide 3 vaſt Seas roll by V 
And daſh the Rock, but could not mount ſo high : B 
The firm Foundation could not fink or ſtart, 


"Twas deep and ſure, a meek and bumble Heart. Ti 
The noiſy Bar the Road to Wealth and Fame V 
He ſhuns thoſe gawdy Toys below his aim, L 
The defpiſ*d Goſpel all his Thoughts did claim : H 


Nor raſhly did the Cacred Charge invade, F 
He choſe it as an Office, not a Trade, 

Trembling the weighty Task he undertook, 

But when engag'd did never backward look. 

His Zeal alike well pjac'd and well defign'd ; T 
Neither luk--warm, nor raging, cold nor blind z St 
Sworn to 82 Party, in no Intereſt he 

But that «ft common Chriſtianity, 


$9 ſweet, fo affable his Mind, and Face, 
He prov'd, Good-nature was no Foe to Grace, 

His Charity, like Heav*ns, confin'd to none 

Not, even the worſt but ſhar'd his Rain and Sun, 

Tho? with a kinder Influence ſtill he view'd 

Thoſe few, who ſpite o'th? Faſhion, dared be good. 

Improv'd eva old Diſciples, gain'd the young, 

And dropt InſtruQion from his ſilver Tongue. 

Theſe had his Sou), and his true Friendſhip try'd, 

With theſe he pray*d, for theſe he liv'd and dy'd. 

Lov'd 'em fo well, that when Heav'n call'd away 

Almoſt he”; in a ſtrait to go or ſtay. 

Till Meditation did the Clouds remove 

And ſhow'd the Glories of tho Bleft above. 

What Manſions in his Fathers-houſe prepaid, 

What Joys by Mortals never ſeen nor heard: 

Then like the Hart whom the hot Chaſe invades, 

Who plunges in the Brook from his loy'd ſhades, 

His thirſty Soul breaks out with eager haft 

And finds thoſe Streams of Bliſs he dy*d to taſte. S, IV. 


Upon the Death of the Reverend 
Atr.Thomas Brand. 


| 
DeEath Commands ſilence 3 but hb Death Forbids : 
He Dead muſt Speak by his ſurviving Deeds ; 

Whoſe Life was Attion,' and his Adions Life 3 
Purg'd from Dead Works; in Vital Ifſues Rife : 
When once the Quick*ning Spirit from above 
Breath'd in a Living Faith, and Ative Love : 

But Slew him firſt 5 while to his Naked Eye 
Tt did preſent that Dreadful Majefty, 
Which put him to 1ſaiat*s dolefwl Cry, 
Vis Lips »nclea», and Their's amongſt hom he dwelt, - 
Himſelf undone ; till the Live Coal he felt 
From off God's Altar, purging Sin away, 1/2. 6. 
Then anſwer*d, Here I amy ſend me, 1 pray. 

Our Goſpe!- Altar gave that Holy kr: 
Which to a Goſpel-Temple did aſpire : Pig. 7» 
That of our Law no longer could content 5 
Seraphick Love muſt on God's Work be (ent, 

And ſent he was much like another Paul, 
Struck down, he Heard, Reviv'd, Roſe at Chri/'s Ca? ; 
Among his Brethren Labowr?4 mote than all, 

T ' IT, To's 


I. 

To's Father's Name, or Church was mo Diſgraces 
None he would do : Had no deſire to'Raſe / 
Whilſt Bxi!d he might not, in his Father's place : 
Who D:gnify*d by her, yet far outvy?d 
That Grace, and her more highly Dignify*d 
By ſuch a Son : Whom (ah !) ſhe had not known, 
When in a Croud, ſhe did bim too diſcwn : 

Had ſheforeſcen, ſure, for bis ſake alone, 
Black Bartt”"//mew had never Oatcd one, 

But he bis Filial Duty ne*er forgot 5 
No more ber Name, than bis own Sou! would blot : 
Strokes, aim'd at her, he*d with his Peril Ward; 
And to her Worthies paid a juſt Regard; 

Not Brib'd4; Whi!ft he with Generous Content 

Her Titles mig, his own fair Income ſpent, 

Not Held of her; yet Twrned to her Uſe : 

For that's Tyxe Schiſm, and the worſt Abuſe, 

Which Vogues Dur Thurch not ſerved, but #ndone ; 

When Souls to Thrift's by al opt mcans are wone. 
Ha 


This his grand Proje8 3 this his ſingle Aim 
Not ty*d to Party, Intereft, or Name : 
The Chrift:an Sum with differing fide agreed, 
In God's Ten Words, Chrijt*s Pray'r, the Apofile*s Creed : 
No Fire-brand but a burning, ſhining Light, 
Hi: Love as fervent as his Knowledge bright : 
This Fafft not up his Mind z That Edify'd 
His, and who knows, how many Souls beſide ? 
His Tongue, Feet, Hand, and even Pwurſecould Teach: 
His Seaſon'd Speech would daily hourly Preach ; 
Yet ſweetly flowing Charn.?d, and Chain'd the Ear, 
Whilſt he «ould ſpeak, ſwift and intent to hear. 
What ſome would ſtories call, were Parables, 
At once to Pleaſe and Prefit 3 Sacred $febr, 
Could Heav*n lure down to Earth, Earth raiſe to Hearn: 
Such Help to Men 3 Such Grace to him was given ! 
Words, backs (andedg'd) by his rare Bounty, cou'd 
From F#1:ni ſupply the "__ with a Flowd, 
His wiſe Reproofs. as Ligh:ining darted in, 
Could mel: hard Hearts, and never raſe the Skinz 
No Scar would make witt owt yet wrovght the Cure within, 


His Sermon not a Chance flarcht Common places 
Bur drawn to ſuit the Peoples fiudied Coſe, 
Frem a Try*d4 Word, by Pr8y%r, and ſearching Thewgbs, 
With one days Waiirrg. Weekly to be Tawght 
Himſc!f of Ged to Tegob Men, as he ought. 


F 


In 
16, 


Hy 


I ad 


His Text he'd follow home , and Hearers too; 
What Preaching could not, Conference might do : 
On ol, and cacb he'd ſpread the Goſpel-Net : 
Not only ſow at Jarge, but ſingly ſer. 

He'd plow, or even dig the fallow Soil 3 
Plant, and then water with inceſſant Toi! 2 
Would do the Wark of an —_— 

Humbly ConceaP4 under the Catechift, 


A Catechiſt accompliſht every way, 
Truth to Commend, as well as to diſþlay : 
A Mafter-builder, who could ſurely la 
The right Foundation *gainſt a Trying Yo 
Looſe Truths, he knew Jeff unzerſtood, ſoon lofi 3 
And P«lp:it-Summaries too big for moſt : 
An oft Rebearſed Scheme they muſt retain 5 
Well might conceive, what their own Words made plain : 
Hardly could dowbt, what they were brought to prove; Par. 
Or from their wndertaken Duty move ; 43. 
And leaſt of all, when wrought into thelr Love : 
Perſons he*d ſingly, Truths conjundly Teach 5 
Hearers ſhoul4 ſpeak_ them 5 and the People Preach, 
Cali?4, and Condutted to a ſound Reply 
By Rreſtions fitting each Capacity. 
And well he knew, under ſuch gentle Rain, 
& The leaking Seve muſt yet a Dew retain 
& And Fraitleſi Trees a Leafie Verdure gain. 
He taught not P3rr2:5, nor would whiſper in 
Such ſounds, as empty Heads ſhould give agen : 
Would ſence by Words, conveigh with holy (light; 
Apt Words ſuggeit by ſerce convelgh'd aright. 
Mind, Conſcience, Will he*d rhroughty Catechize 3 
Yet not Confeſi the Man 3 Each power ſurprize 
By Cheiſtian Wiles for Cor:z/t 3 with Holy Pas! 
Would, to jeve ſome, become all things to al, 


He far above the Woild, could yet deſcry 
Wiſdon,s hid Paths be/ow 3 But drew the Eye 
$till to attend ih* «nerring Pole above, 
By which himjelf did ſafely, calmly move, 
Hi: Morning, Evening-Dews th? Word, Praife, Pray'c,”) 
(And even theſe a Heavenly Manna were 
Th: Happy Her ſe ſhould with his Cl:ſer ſhare ; + 
Thiknew him early oft, long on his Knees, 
Conſtant at ftudy, and to him, who ſees 
In ſecret often Faſting, to prepare 
The Food of Souls with utmoſt Pains and Care: 


Ti | Ttere 


There a Fob» Baptiſt 5 Coming thence he'd be 

Sweet, like his Lord, and innocently free 3 

IW:ſeto win Souls by Chriſtian Cwrteſse, 
Thrice Happy Orb, where e*ce this $un did ſhines 

Waoſe Heav?nly Courſe ſhed Inflaence divine, 

Meted the Howrs, and number'd out each Day 

For all, that would obſerve his conftant way : 

His daily Weekly M2101 5 yea his Reft 

So Mraſur'd, they were Meaſurcs for the Beſt 
Standingone day, or going back had been 

A Miracle, in him was never feen, 
Heaven's KindnefG in him ſhone to Good and Bal 

Thoſe his Light bleſt, and theſe his Warmth made Glad, 
Forth from his Native E z/t this kinder Sun 

Rejoy?4 a large, repeated Conrſe to run; 

To barren Climates he would gladly bring 

Th: 8 ſanarteR 1/:mcr- forms a Gofpel-ſpring : 
But (ah!) more ſwf: than firong ran out of Breath, 

Sank in a S-a of T:a's, that wail his Peath ; 

Y-t from his Higheſt South did not decline g 

Set upon Heaven's 'rime M:ridian Line : 

There docs, thd Hid from us. more brightly ſhine, 

I 


But, O the Lzphr diſþcyſt throughout this Land, 
(Yea Life convy*'d) by his Inftru&ive Hand ; 
Which rightly found what here he had to do ; 
Writmgs, too many Werez Readers too few : 
There he'd Cull out the Bet 5 Here all invite 
O1 Free-coſt ; orfor Colour ak their Mite, 
Who S'arving, yet his Treat accep'ed not, Pap. 57, 53, 
T1!l they might ſeem, at leaſt 3 to Pay their ſhot, 

Spred thus the S :cre4 Writ more common grew 5 
Yer, b-rter known, was h:1d more S1cred tog. 

None B»ght more Truth, or Weightier than he 3 
None would lefs Sel, or Grve it out more Free, 

The Happy S-kene, that Great A/J'mbly drew, Pap. 4%. 
Fy E-g/anz's publick Doctrine vouched Trac, 
By Iretana's Learned P. imate voted 6e/t, 
With Cumbeur?s for the T:mple Service dreſt, 
Sent out by Thouſands /odyed every where, 
Freely to Texch God®> K-owledge, and his Fear 

| VIIT. 

That Hindred thouſand times repeated [Ca!!,] 
Anſxc?4 by Thouſants; y<t not heard by all; 
[ DireRions | roo, with [Now or Never] p: eſt, 
And many more by [ Everlaſting Ret: } 


1 
1 
1 
1 
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Commended he from the Great Baxter's Pen 
Spred in an Age how bleft with two ſuch Men ! 


He, atthe Head of Twenty thouſand [Guides] Pag. 55. 


Drew after thoſe as many more beſides 
All Offering Freely, or at loweſt Price, 
To lead Men to the Heavenly Paradiſe. 


Pink, Caley, Wale, Dent, [Scudder's Dally Walk] 7 ag. 56. 


With [ Reyner's Rule ] and (to prevent a Balt) 
The . [ VindicationJof that Godlinefs, 
They Teach, ſome Mock, few Live; th& moſt profeſs : 


To ſuch a Word Polemick, might ſuffice ; 


Theſe giv'n to make Men Pra tically //:j- ; ag. 57. [ 


Pool againſt that whftch Moſt, Worft Errors davs compriz?, 
With more and larger Volumes, ſhowing forth 
At once their Authors, and the Donor?; worth : 
Some in the Plainer Dreſs of Charity ; 
Others to Cowrt Acceptance by the Eye : 
Here Golden Drops 3 but there a Learned Show?r 
I1to ſome Students Laps he'd a pour. 
IX. 


His Purſe as free, as were his conſtant Pains; 
Souls to deliver from their Captive Chains: 
On froward Patients, backward Clients, He 
Would rare Advice bind with as rare a Fee, 
Aoſwer'd th:ir N-cd, or honour'd their Degree, 
Whilſt he the Body fed 3 Twice Welcome Gueſt, 
Whoſe Soul would Welcome its Preſented Feaſt ! 
They whom his Coſt could fit for an Employ 
Civil, or Sacred, were his Crown hls Foy. 
The Csreand Charge of num*cous Churckes he 
Suftaine4 by Apofil:ck Charity 3 
As firſt he raiy'd4 the People, Paſtor, Place, 
Which oft his Pains would help, his Preſ:nce grace, 
The Cater b:fi he planted every where ; 
And oft would be, throughout his ample Sphere. 
Hi'd not a few to Terch, more to be Tavghts 
Books for the moit, and Time for many Bought, 
Outdoing Mammor.?; Pay, the Poor hid earn'd, 


While they Goa?s Work (thor © hriſtian Caling) Leari's : 


Conform to Chriſt, He, to enr:ch the Poor, 
Made himſelf ſo; Would 1 xbaxſt bis ſtore 
As that came on, his Bounty did aavance 5 
Reſerving but the Entai”d Inkeritance, 

oot of Growing Liverality, 
Which, whilſt he 12%d4, was certain not to Die : 
(May but his Sp:r:it with that Mantle gog 
And Charny ſhall never fail belowrs, 


F 


OI 
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. His Income, all Return'4 each Year above, 
Put ou: to Uie by Atzof Faith, and Love, 
He”, now admiring in its vaſt Encreaſe, 
{ide ſure for ever, Crown'd with joyful Pcace. 


How Bleſſed he, who only would receive 
Of Heaven's Free Sift, that he might freely give ; 
(God's Aiwnoncr, a Biſhop tt no Peer, 
[ Fo Charch, and Poor a Fujty kind Overſeer.) 
He knew his 0r4er fre: for Marriage-bands ; 
Was Frce in them; they could not Tie his hands : 
A Match (for him by Heave:”'s Care deſigns) 
He found /#el-frriex to his Generous Mind : 
Thus, Clear of Popiſh, feigned Chaftiy, 
Did evan their Fame of Charity outvy : 
Ti& »atif can ſcaice be told, his Kight-hand did, 
Waich from bis Left induſtcioutly was Hd, 
Children he had 3 Born, nat tor Ezriby, but Heav's ; 
To him, that gave them, fo intirely given 3 
The ©C-venam for them, fo Improv?1 and Preſt, NR 
G1 rovk them Early Ripe to Endleſs Reft. / 
Thus, was he till Serviving Glorify'd ; I 
He walkt, #5 livd with God: And when he dy*d, 
Left a Name bercer than ot Children here $ y 
Souls B-ra ro Gad, and Nurtsr”d in his Fear, A 
F 


His Care for Heaven was : He Heaven's Care 3 Page 62, 64 
None ſhould be ſet 3 or he eſcape the Snare : A 
Oace ay-14id, to be ſerz'd Hes?s Prifoner 3 V 
Made Hraven?:, ar Large, juſt till the Coaſt was clear :; H 
*F'wa: fit Hy Feet ſhould hold their Lib. rty F 
Wrnoſe Tongue, Hand, Purſe, to Hell's deſpite were free A 
Bur ( Ah !) He ſpent himſelf too Laviſhy: 

His Jody h.*4 not Refpute , ſcarce Repazrr 5 
duwls dil fo far Engreſi his Time and Care, 

T;1!, forced teſf ro /York, he ſeem'd Confiyyd ; 

Fa:th grew a Prijon to hs Heavinly Mind: 

Hs Three Years Weaknes, land Continued Pain 

H n2 on his adv Soul, a heavy Chan 

Forig ia the Feverrib Fire of Native heat, 

By {tom Trav. l rouvd, enrag'd by Damping W-t : 

HS Legs, now Fetter'd, Sned3 Tinh ev'ry Part 
P:un rang in vain Purju* by Medick A: 7; ' 
Y-2a td it fomerimes made a daring Halt, 

As fro a his Szde the YVitais ro Ajſunt: ; 


27 


Dr fixedlike (th8 ſince *tis fully known 
Mis Temperament had nothing cf) the Stone : 
An Jfibma too Eſſay*d to ſtop his Breath - 


What Skil could Looſe fuch Twifted Bands of Death ? 
XI! 


He meckly follow'd as his Captain Ld; 
In doing, and by Suffering PerfeRed: 


Sence overwhelm'd, Faith was his Eaſe, and Reit : 


His Soxl, in Patience quietly poſſeſt, 

Humbly ador*?4 God?s Love. and /ong?tto fre 
The Face ſo ſought by Faith, Hope, Charity 

He Grea'eſt in this Greareft of the Three. 
Mi'fiving Fear covid not his Tormamn prove. 
Who was ev*n kere fo Perfe®t grown in Lowe : 
When Work he might not; Fain he*dgoto K:ji ; 
Could chooſe to be D:ſſ6/:?4, as far the 5:jt : 

Prepar'd, as one IViſe even to Preſege 
That 44;dwight-Cry, which C?./ him off the Stage 
Who, like his Saviowr, (thi$ him Crucity'd.) 

But Exſer far, a Blieding Vittor dy*d; 
And went in Trizmft. to Heav'n's Weddirg- Fcajt 
If Love be Welcome there, a WVelcomc Gucjt. 

The Honowr due to ſuch a Memory 

Muſt lay a Tax on all Pofterity : 
A Minor Prophet and a far leſs Poet 
For his own Age alore can never ſhow ir - 

Men, Chriſtians, Miniſters, fo many /1:4+, 
Mote by his means Improv'd, yet more Ej/u)”4 ; 
With all, who Owe a Service to that L-r 
He ſo well S114 ſhould their beft Airs ot 4, 
His Name with juſt Acknowledgments to Grace, 
And with bis Vertwes fill the vacant Pla: 

This Compoſition needs muſt tall roo L:w 

AUT can Pay, 1s not the Ty'/c 
« 


GO 


To the READER 
On' the BOOK. 


po bere the Effigits of a lovely Soul, 
Compos'd wits a4 myſterious Harmony 
Of what ſoe're was great and good; Bebold, 
The P arts rude draught the curious Texture, he 
Alone that ſormed it ſo good 
R With that ſame Wiſaom underſtood, 
A Soul too pure to att a Body here, 
Too great to he confin'd to a Clod of Earth ; 
And ſhackling dull Mortality to bear, 
Impatient to be gone as *twas for birth, 
Too reſolutely brisþ by far 
To keeps frail Cottage in repair. 
Bleſt Martyr (ſo T dare that Hero call, 
As well as theſe who mount the Heavy'n by fire, 
Who ſacrifices quiet Life and 
Puſht on by uncontroulable deſire 
To ſ:rue the Lord) thy Mem'ry ſhall (fall 
(Without our Praiſes) grateful be till this vaſt Fabrick 
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diligently to enquire what may be | Cor 
the Doctrine of Faith, which God | be 
calls us now earneſtly to contend | and 
for? Give me leave to propoſe it | let 
to your Enquiry, Whether it may | pro 
not be the DPoftrine of the Kingly | tait 
Office of Jeſus Chriſt 2 Miſtake | ſus 
me not, I urge no other Conten- | cit] 
tions than that winch every one 
will grant ro be a Duty, namely, | / 
ſtrive with God, in fervent Prayer | are 
for his fulfilling all the Promiſes | the 
that concern Chriſt's mediatory | pro 
Kingdom, in, ſhort , that God | ipe 
would grant what Chriſt hath | are 
taught us firſt to pray for, Thy | liar 
Kingdom come, that Chriſt's King- | Dif 
dom may be advanced, and Satan's | {evi 
Kingdom may be deſtroyed. And | g 
ſtrive with Men by the moſt for- | am: 
cibleArguments that the Scriptures | v. 
turniſh us withal , to be Chrift's | ». 
willing People in this day of his | tha 
Power. And to ſtrive with Ene- | Pr, 
mies with the moſt piercing | ſe 

Con- 
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Convictions, that thoſe Arrows may 
be ſharp 1n their Hearts to wound, 
and heal them. Chriſtians, pray, 


| [et it be your great care to ap- 


prove your ſelves to be the 
taithful Subjects of the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, without any reſerve of 


- | either Sin, or Duty. 


4. New Sins, like new Diſeaſes, 
are peculiar to ſpecial times, for 
the Cure of which we mult apply 
proper Remedies. We yearly 
(peak of new Fevers, when they 
are but the ſame with ſome pecu- 
lar Circumſtances. So in ſpiritual 


Diſeaſes, ſeveral times have their 


among you, not ſparing the Flock, 
v. 30. Therefore watch, &c. and 
v. 25. And now behold, 7 know 
that ye all among whom 1 have gone 
Preaching the Kingdom of God ſhall 
fee my face no more, When raven- 


ug 


ſeveral dangers. Afrer my depart- As 20. 
ing ſhall grievous Wolves enter in — 
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Prop. IV. 


ing Wolves can no more worry, 
then Seducers will be buſte to per- 
vert, and when watchtul .Shep- 
herds are taken away, 'tis then 


tune for the Sheep of Chriſt to be - 


ſenſible of their danger, that they 


may. neithcr be frighted, nor flat-. 


tered out of thc Fold of Chrilt. 


IV. While the Senſe of the 
Death oi any Eminent Mini- 
ſter is freſh upon us, we 
ſhould take that advantage 


of getting an abiding benchit. 


When the Iron is hot, then 
is time.to ſtrike, to faſhion 
It into that uſeful form, that 
1t muſt abide in till it is worn 
out. Whoſlc heart 1s heated 
and mollified by ſuch a Pro- 
vidence as this, let it not 
cool again without ſome 
powerful Improvement. 


x. The 
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1. The Circumſtances of ſuch 


- 2 Providence, which are molt at- 


, ketivg, will wear off, it there be 


- not great care to preſerve them in 


| their preſent vigor. We are in 
many things more affe&ted with 
the Circumſtances, than with the 
things themſelves. Do but ob- 


ſerve it in thole ſignal Paſlages of 


God's providence towards you , 
which you did preſently put down 
in writing, to keep by you ; when 
lome Years aſter you read them, 
doth it not bring ro mind thole 
Circumſtances that were .tor- 
gotten 2 


2. Several things of great mo- 
ment fall out but once in our Lite, 
and perhaps you'll find this to be 
luch a Providence, when you con- 
liderately conſider of it. 

I think every one that will but 
(criouſly reflect upon the Provi- 

Gences 
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dences of his own Life will find 
himſelf furniſhed with inſtances of 
this kind, both in the things of 
this Life and a better. Some ſpeak 
peremptorily, that every one hath, 
fome time of hw life ſome providew- 
tial offers of worldly advantage 
which if it be let ſlip, they neve) 
have a ſecond affer like it. Nay 
more, they ſay, there's never any 
one under overwhelming preſſures, 


bur if he had complied with ſome | 


hints of Providence, he might 
have prevented it: I will not di- 
vert {trictly to examine this afler- 
tion, becauſe tis not my buſineſs 
to preach a worldly Le&ure. But 
obſerve it therefore in Spirituals, 
There's not any one now periſheth 


under the Goſpel, but if he had, 
or would comply with the ſtrivings | 


of the Spirit he might be ſaved 
You will ſay, 'tis only the Ele8 
ſhall be ſaved. I fay fo to. But 
add then ; There is not any ove it 

the 
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the World (the Sinner againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt excepted) can prove he 
# vot elefled. I grant 'tis eaſie to 

rqye that they are not yet effectu- 
ally called,but who can prove they 
ever ſhall be. Though Safvation 
be of Grace, yet Damnation is onely 
for Sin. There's not any one 1n 
the World, ever was, or ſhall be 
damned, oxely becauſe he was not 
elected. Do you therefore catch 


at the offer of Salvation, and let 


not oze offer ſlip : Perhaps you'll 
lay, this Counſel is too late, you 
have let many flip. Well, but be 
intreated to flip no more, caſt thy 
ſelf at the feel of Chriſt in away 
of Duty, and there humbly re- 


lolve to live and die. I do once 
| mare in the name of my Maſter 
invite and adjure thee to accept of 


this ofter , do not negle& it, 77 
may be thy laſt; thou canſt nor 
of thy ſelf cloſe with it, call in 
help from the Spirit of God, take 

P Pro: 


| 
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Provocation and Encouragement 
from the Apoſtles way of urging 
Phil 2. it. Work out your own Salvation 
12,13 with fear and trembling, for it is 
God which worketh in you, both to 
will and to do, of his good plea- 
fare 
v. frop. V. - The preſent time is always 
the fittelt for the preſent 
Puty. What 1s our preſent 
Duty? There are peculiar 
Scafons tor particular Duties, 
Ficcleſ. 8. 6. Becauſe there 1s 
a time and ſeaſoa for every 
work, therefor? the Miſery of 
Man is great upon him, Here 
ic is that we blunder, and 
run our iclves into contuſt- 
on, in pervertiing our Duties, 
in doing that firft which 
fhonld be laft, and putting off 
ena to tie laſt witch ſhou'd 
Aiat. 38 he frit. '* Seet ye; frfF the 
Kintdom of God, We tire ir 
our tives in hunting aſter the wi 
World, 
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World, and when we are 
weary, we would have reſt, 
not in Heaven, that's a Holy 
place, poſleſt by holy Inhabt- 
tants, Holineſs 1s hated about 
all things, let it be called 
Heaven, but let ir be a Tur- 
kiſh Paradice, a place of free- 
dom trom Muery, and an 
cnjoy ment of ſenſual De- 
lights. Thus we pervert both 
means and end, and while 
out our lite in a Dream, till 
we awake in Hell. Ar beſt 
we lole our Tyde, and then 
muſt row againſt it all the 
way. Whercas the hardeſt 
Duties of Religion,. did we 
but mind their ſeaſon, would 
be made graciouſly natural 
to us. 


1. Conſider what heip God or- 
dinarily aftords for preleat Duty, 
which, if that be neglected, he 


P 2 {ome- 
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ſometimes offers it not again. 
Should we refle& upon the Duty 
God now injoined in this Verle , 
and remember what God did to 
their immediate Anceſtors, Numb. 
x3. 31, 32. F. 30. And Caleb 
ftilled the People ---- and laid, Let 
us go up at oxce and poſſeſs it, for 
we are well able to overcome it,v.3r. 
But the Men that went up with him, 
faid we are not able togo up againſt 
the People, for they are ſtronger 
than we; compare this with Num. 
I4.37,40. V.37. Thoſe Men that did 
bring up the evil Report upon the 
Land, died by the Plague before the 
Lord, v. 40. The People roſe up 
early in the morning, and got them 
up znto the top of the Mountatn, 
ſaying, Lo, we be here, and will go 
up into the place which the Lord 
bath promiſed ; for we have fin 
zed. The ſum of the Story is 
this; 'twas their Duty to go pre- 
ſently and take poſſeſſion of Ca- 


aan. 
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aan. Thoſe that diſcouraged them 
to this Duty, God ſtruck them 
dead ſuddenly : This ſtartles the 
Survivors, they did but ſleep up- 
on it (or rather wake upon it) one 
night, on the very Morrow morn- 
ing, they'll go to rights to Canaan. 
No, 'tis too late, God refuſeth 
the Condu& of them, there's ne- 
ver a Man of them ſhall ever ſte 
Canaan. Think of this over a- 
g41n. 


2. The oftener preſent Help for 
prefent Duty 1s neglected, the more 
likely it 1s that God is upon his de- 
parture from ſuch a People, Fer.16, 
21. Therefore behold, T will ths 
oxce cauſe them to know, Twill cauſe 
them to know mine hand and any 
might, and they ſhall know that my 
Name is the Lord, q. d. once for 
all, and I'll trouble my ſelf with 
ther no more. 


And 
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Deut. 34- 
IO, 


2 Kings 
I8. 5, 6. 


2 Kings 
23. 25. 


And now God ſaith, My Servant 
Brand 7s dead. Perhaps ſome 
may be ready preſently to ſay, 
Will you compare him with 
Aoſes > It is laid. There aroſe 
not a Prophet ſince inl{rael like unto 
Moſes, whom the Ford knew face 
to face, You may obſerve, leve- 
ral Perſons are commended in 
Scripture as Nox-ſach Perions for 
ſome pecaliar Excellency, wherein 
they excelled others, though 
ſome in other things excelled 
them, e. g. Hezckiah truſted in the 
Lord God of Iſrael, ſo that after 
him was none like him among all the 
Kings of Judah, nor any that were 
before him, &c. For truſting in 
God without calling in Heatheniſþ 
SUccours, none like him. So of 
Foftab, Like unto him was there no 
King before him, that turned tothe 
Lord with all his heart, and with 
all his foul, and with all his might, 
according to all the Law of Moles, 

uei- 
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wither after him JE there any 

like him, For his diligent care to 

root out [dolatry, and eſtabliſh the 

trae Religion, none like jum. And 

of John Chriſt faith, Among them at. 11. 

that are born of Women, there hath '*: 

wt riſen a greater than John zhe 

Baptiſt, Other Prophets prophe- 

fied of Chriſt ro come, Fohn Bap- 

tiſk could point to him, and bi 

lay, Behold the Lamb of Ged which Job. x. 29 Tl 

taketh away the Sin of the World. 1 

He could thew him to be already i 

come. And the bleſſed Apoſtle | 

ſaith of the Calatians. My temp- Gal-4. 14 || 

tation which was in my fleſh ye de- 

ſpiſed not, nor rejefted, but received 

me as an Angel of God, even as 

Chriſt Jeſus, qd. If Chriſt Jeſus 

limielt had come 2mongſt yon, 

You could not have been mcre 

kind to him then you were to 

me. In a word, I wul grant 3ofes 

exceli'd all the Prophets, not only 

in the Sablimencls of 115 Proptr fie, 
oſs 


es 
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but in the Excellency and Multi. 
tude of his Miracles, In one Age 
he wrought Seventy ſix Miracles, 
when all that were wrought from 
the Beginning of the Warld to 
the Deſtruction of the firlt Tem: 
ple were but ſeventy four, as 
ſome of the Fewi/ſb Maſters count 
them, Moſes had an Hundred 
ſeventy three Colloquies with 
God, which we read not of all 
Prophets beſides. 


But yet if yoy will conſider 
Mr. Brgnd , though I compare 
him not with Moſes in the fore- 
mentioned Particulars, yet I could 
mention more than I dare. [| 
therefore wave all that I have to 
fay, and come to that which | 
would and ſhould come to, after 
all that can be ſaid, and that 15, 
Application. - 


The 
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Application. 
Il begin with a word of 
Information ; But I tear the Be- 
lialiſts will call it a Uſe of Conſola- 
tion, That Mr. Brand is dead ; 
What was ſaid of the two Wit- 
nefſes, may in its meaſure be ſaid 


of him ; They that dwell #pon the ,,, ,, 


Earth ſhall rejoice over them, and is. 
make merry, and ſhall ſend gifts one 
to another, becauſe theje two Pro- 
phets tormented them that dwelt 
upon the Earth. We ſhall never 
be troubled with his Zeal more ; 
we were unealie whenever we 
came where he was, tho he ſaid 
nothing to us, we were 2» fear, 
he would awaken our Sleeping Con- 
ſciences, and make them fall upon 
us, that we ſhould have mach ado 
to quiet them; but now, he will 
never diſturb us more. I will not 
ſtay with theſe; only leave one 
word with them. That though 
they would not hear it from him, 


() yer, 
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yet, unlets by fome other hand , 
they take the Counſel he did, or 
would have given them, viz. 7o 
turn ſrom fin to God, they will ne- 
ver go whither he is gone. 

Bur the little Application I in- 
tend {hall be to thote who wall re- 
cciveit. 


[. To my Brethren therelore 
ter me addrels my fclt. And ſce- 
ig God by his Providence hath 
ſingled out the meaneſt amongſt 
you tob2 your Remembrancer,do 
not ſ;ght rhe Meſſage for tlic Met- 
ienger's ſake, but receive 1t for tits 
moment s ſaixe. Gud ipealts to you 
by (ſha!l ! call it) a viſible voice, 
and jhoutd wenct anfwer as Paul 
did to Cliriſt upon his firſt power- 
tu! fp.aking to hun. Lord what 


* wilt thou have us to do ? 


i. Reflett 
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I. Reflef upon what you have 
heard, and ſeen of 7r. Brand. This 
will requite your {econd thoughts, 
the molt ſedate thoughts, and till 
they preſent you with a better Me- 
thod make ule of this, viz. I1th- 
draw your ſelves as you do for fec- 


cret Devotion, and there with aw- ' 


tul Apprehenſions of God's ſpecial 
Preſence, thus (or in a more tran- 
ſporting manner) belpcak your 
own Souls. O my Soal, here's an Em- 
ployment worthy of thy ſelf ! Here 


a Miniſter of Chrift indeed! Here's © 42: 5: 


one that made no noiſe in the World. 
but did his Maſter's work in his Da 
fter's way! Here's one, whoſe Body,and 
Soul, and Eſtate, aud Intereſt were 
all vigorouſly laid out for Chriſt ! 
[s not this Example worthy thy t- 
mitation? ſhall no more ule be 
made of this, then of a Squb, to 
be thrown away tor a blaze, . ani 2 
iſe, and there's an end of it; or 
to ule a better Mztaphor,ſha'! it te 

ONLY 
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only looked upon as a Prodigy, to 
be talkt of for a while, and no- 
thing more? No, my Soul. God 
requires another kind of Improve- 


ment.. God's g1UIng me notice of 


fach a Perſon is a Talent I muſt ac- 
count for ! Brethren, are you 1n 
good carneſt , will you do thus 
much > It ſo; 1 am ſure your Con- 
ſciences will not be quiet till you 
ao more. | 


2. Put down inwritiag what in 
hs Life your Conſciences charge up- 
0n you to be your Duty to imitate, 
I'll ſuppoſe you now in the Secrets 
of God's preſence, wholly taken up 
with ſuch (as more ſpiritual.) So- 
liloguies. Z7his, and that he did, 
which 1 do not. This and that, 
he did, otherwiſe than I do. I can- 
not but ſay, '7is my Duty as much 
as his to fulfil my Miniſtry, where 
he had gracious Ability to dif- 
charge his Office, I may have = 

like 


' 
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like to diſcharge mine. Tl! there- 
fore put down my preſent Senti- 
ments of theſe things, and lay 
them by, for further Meditation 
and Prayer. 


3- Every day review what you 
have written ; do it with Medita- 
tion and Prayer. Where you leit it 
the day betore, endeavour to take 
it up with the ſame (or greater) 
Senſe of being concern'd tor the 
Souls of thoſe to whom God ſcads 
you , he hath done much; it 
cannot be denied, but what hath 
been done, may be done. Here's 
one gave up himſelt more entirely 
to God, and to do good than | 
have yet done. What, though 
his worldly Eſtate was better than 
mine, ſhall I therefore imitate him 
In nothing? What ! do nothing 
more than I did before | Think ot 
it and pray over It again, and lay 
it by again, till it be ripe for a Re- 
lolution. 4. Take 
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4. Take it up again, and read it 
over, and pray it over, and think 
zt over, with ſubſtratting, adding, 
altering as upon the molt mature 
deliberation the Matter requires, 
and then bring it to a ſerzoas , 
humble, and temporary Reſolution ; 
and whether you will bring that 
Reſolution under another reiining, 
I ſubmit it to you,but whenit hath 
come under your laſt hand mould 
it into a Cautious, Self-dying, Tempo 
rary Vow: You know my Bre- 
thren better than I, that we// com- 
poſed Vows are extraordinarily 
helpiul for the doing of extraor- 
dinary Service, and they are or- 
dinarily bleſſed with more than or- 
dinary Succeſs, but the Succels 
depends much upon the manzer of 
their compoſition. I have named 
three Qualifications, which muſt 
be inſeparable, namely, Cautious, 
tor raſh Vows involve the Soul in 


dread- 
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dreadful Perplexities, that many 
gracious Perſons never extricate 
themſelves while they live. And 
they muſt not only be Cautious,but 
Self-denying. I think I may tay 
tis univerſally true, without ſomuch 
as one exception, that a Self con- 
fident Vow is always broken. What 
we undertake in our own{lrength, 
God not only in Fu/tice, but in 
Mercy ſhews us our folly ; the 
more we live at a Dependance up- 
on God in every thing (in a way 
of Duty, not of Sloth) the more 
infallible 1s our Succets : Add one 
Qualification more, and that is 
Temporary not perpeiual ; miſtake 
me not, I ain not {peaking of Bap- 
tiſmal Vows, or of thoſe that make 
up (as it were) the Sub/tantials of 
Religion ; but of prudential Vows, 
tat help us to tie better periorm- 
ance of ſome {ſpecial Duties ; It is 
luperfluous to ipeak [cre againſt 
Popiſh Vows, the-word Temporary 

excindes 
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excludes them ; and well may they 
be excluded, who exclude all but 
them(elvestrombeing religious,they 
call all their own Clergy Secular, 
z.e. worldly, that are not under 
ſome of their perpetual Vows, to 
them they appropriate the Title of 
Regular, and count theirVotaries the 
only Religious among them ;bur all 
I aimat is this. Many whole hearts 
are ſet for God whole Faudgments 
are newly intormed, whole affecti- 
ens are warmly engaged, and whoſc 
Conſciences are tenderly convinced 
that they mult do their atmoſ# to 
get ailurance ot their own Salva- 
tion, ana then ther utmoſt to pro- 
mote the Salvation of others, and 
they would tain have the ſame {m- 
preſſion abide upon their Spirits 
without azy abatement ; and there- 
fore they bind themlelves to ſuch 
Severitics of Religion, that the 
Change of Providence render 7m- 
praficable, and fo what they 1n- 

tended 
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tended to be a furtherance proves 
a hindrance of the end they de- 
ſigned : Therefore let your Yow 
be Zemporary, and do by it, as 
you do by a Leale near its expira- 
tion, renew it again, With what 
alreration of Circumſtances is ne- 
cellary, without any abatement of 
the ſubſtance of your vow. 

My Brethren, I pretend not to 
teach you; this 15 all I aimat. | Leg 
of you to do ſomething more after 
the propoſing of this Example, than 
you did before the propofing of it, 
what to do, and how to ſecure the 
mauner and the contInuauce of do- 
ing it, I leave wholly to your 
ſcives, and to the Spirit's directt- 
on, I only beg, that this Example 
may not be loft to you. 


R xi. Io 
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IT. To private Chriſtians ; fo 
tar as what I have oftered to my 
Brethren 1s ſuitable to your Station, 
make Conlictence of it ; But add, 


I. Improve Miniſters while you 
have them,y ou cannot but beſcnſible, 
God is removing them apace, and 
which of you hath not ſaid over 
ſome Miniſters of your particular 
acquaintance, had I thought God 
would have taken them away ſo ſoon, 
I would have better improved my 
acquaintance. Do wm now with 
thole that remain, make the beſt 
You can of them, all manner of 
ways. In hearing of tzem, avoid 
two Rocks, be neither wanton, nor 
cenſorious ; do not ſwallow all you 
receive like Pills without chewing, 
becauſe you eſteem the Preacher, 
nor Wyer-draw what is delivercd, 
becauſe of prejudice. Do not re- 
talc wholelome Traths, becauſc 

they 
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they are not dreft up to your li- 
king : Nor commend what is blame 
worthy becaule 1t /azts your humor. 
How many better then your ſelves 
would welcome what you mauſeate. 
Many hungry Souls wouid count 
your Orts a Feaſt ; in ſhort, it you 
did but conſider this one thing in 
Mr. Brand's ordinary compoling 
of his Sermons : Surely 'rwould 
make you cautious of hearing of 
Sermons ever atter, namely, the 
more then ordinary time that he 
ſpent in Prayer, methinks 4t doth 
25 it were naturaily prompt you to 
be proportionably much in Prayer, 
that the word preached may be 
lavingly profitable. Chriſtians [ 
propote it to your Conſciences , 
wherher ſerious praying, ſecret 
prayer before and after every Ser- 
mon you hear, would not do mich 
to cure you of your faults of both 
hearing and prattiſe, Though we 
trifle with Mex, we dare not do 

R 2 {o 
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ſo with God. A few ſerious Mz. 
utes with God before and after a 
Sermon, pray, try, whether "twill 
not work Wonders. 


2. Acquaint your ſeFves more fa- 
miliarily with ſome one, or more 
Miniſters, that you have or may find 
ſpecially beneficial to your Soul, 
Though there's no ſufficient Scrip- 
ture-warrant fora Popiſh Conteſlor 
to have a Key to your Conſcience 
for ſecular Advantage, yet there's 
ſufficient warrant for Chriſtians to 
ak and Miniſters not to dare to 
deny particular Advice and En- 
couragement in all emergent Caſes. 
Where Paſtors and People are duly 
communicative for ends purely 
Spiritual, *Tis no ſma#/ advantage 
to both: Miniſters may learn «a 
much to help their Preaching, as 
People may learn zo gaide their 
Praftiſe, But, 


3. Do 
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3. Do not trouble your Miniſters 
with things remote from prattieal 
Caſes of Conſcience, but about your 
own preſent Duty. Chriſtians 1 
would charge you to weigh every 
word in this direction ; do not 
trouble your Miniſters, by divert- 
ing them and your ſclves from 
what's of moment to what's 
trivial, (unleſs it be when it may 
be a Duty to unbend their Bow , 
for refrething their tired Spirits) 
however pleaſant i may ſeem to 
be. *twill be a 7roadle to review. 
Then let it be your Miniſters, 
{ome run up ancl down, and ſettle 
no where, who are at beſt but like 
thoſe Deer that leap over the Pales, 
who though they meet with 
better Paſturc then the Park at- 
tords, yet tney are leancr than 
thoſe that ſtay in their Encloſure. 
Such planetary Chriſtians, though 
they cbnverſe with worthy Minie 

{ters, 
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Mat. 12. 
$5, 37. 


ſters, yet 'tis ordinarily about 
things remote from what 15 fpt- 
ritually profitable, they will ask 
Problematical Queſtions, and be 
{ure like the Lapwing to make the 
greateſt noiſe far trom their Nelt ; 
they will not come near any thing 
that comes near their Conlctence, 
but all the words they iprak are 
{uch as Chriſt calls ayprofitable, 1.c. 
neither they, nor others can profit 
any thing by them ; whereas your 
diſcourſe with Miniſters ſhould al- 
ways be of what may properly 
enough be called a Caie of Con- 
{cence ; their buſineſs, and their 
very Recreations ſhould be redu- 
Cible to Cales of Conſcience, and 
that not only Caſes of Conſcience, 
but pratticable Cates of Conſcience; 
not Caſes like the Cobwebs of the 
School-men, finely tpun but of no 
ule, but of thoſe things that con- 
cern Duty, Notions wall not fave 
25, we may towre highin Specula- 

tion 
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tion, and drop into Hell ; it ſhould 
be our Ambition to know words 


and things whereby we may be ſa- Afts11.14 


ved. And 'tis not enough to know 
what is Duty ; Lut what 1s our 
own Duty, we are too apt to re- 
member what 1s ſaid to be others 
Duty, and to twit them with the 
neglect of it, when we neglect 
our own. Peter himfelt ſaid to 
Chriſt, when what he {pake ſhould 
have engroſt his thoughts, about 
his own greateſt concern,  Zor, 
and what ſhall this Man do 2 Feſus 
ſaid unto him, if I will, that he 
tarry till I come, what is that to 
thee 2 follow thou me, Mind vour 
own Duty, to feek direftion how 
you may direct thole thar are un- 
der your charge to do their Duty, 
that is your Duty, but do not con- 
cern your ſelves with that which 
doth not concern You, as YOur own 
Duty ; it you do, the /zaff harm 
'r doth you, 1s the neceſſitating 

you 
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you ro omit your pre/ent Duty, 
you ju{tic out your preſent Duty ; 
and that i; the laft thug l mention- 
ed in this Dirc&ion. Let your 
Enquiry always be about your pre- 
fent Duty ; you will find this to 
tzake off many Impcrtinencies ; 
this w:ill contract your work into 
a narrow coinpais ; this will facil- 
tate your grcatcit d;thcultics ; for 
this you may prey in Faith, for 
God's aſſiſtance and acceptance; 
the well diicharge of your preſent 
Duty, gives you the faireſt hopes, 
that when that which 1s your fu- 
ture Duty ſhall come to be your 
preſent Duty, you ſhall graciouſly 
grow up into a capacity to dil 
charge 1t. 
[1] name but one thing more ; 
4. Exerciſe and evidence your 
real profiting by the Miniſtry you 
fit under, by diſcharging ail your 
relations with ſuitable Godli- 
neſs. You have now your /:berty 
£0 
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to chooſe what Mtniſter you pleaſe; 
what choice ever you make, - let it 
ot be with the deſpi/tng of others; 
bleſs God for the maniold Gitts 
and Graces to his and your Ser- 
vants, for Chriſt's lake : Do not 
confine the Church of Chriſt to a 
Party, His little Flock would be a 
little Flock indeed, ſhould all be ex- 
cluded, that do not worſhip him the 
ſame way. You clwoolc a Paltor 
[be ſure it be one whom Chriſt 
owns as 15 under Shepierd] yau 
take him to be the fitteſt tor - you 
(though he is not {o to others) do 
you make ir your bufinels to be 
the beſt Chriſtians, the beft Hus- 
bands, the beſt Wives, rhe beſt Pa- 
rents, the beſt Children, the beſt 
Maſters and Miltreſles, the bett 
Servants , the be{t Neighbours, 
the beſt Friends, the beſt Dealers, 
the beſt Comparnions. Dear Chri- 
ſtians be covetous of the bell 
Graces, be ambitions of the belt 

S DP\t- 
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HI. 


Priviledges to put it beyond doubt- 


ing, that you are the Son and 
Daughters of the moſt high ; you | 


are the Children of Adoption, 


and Heaven 15 yours by Inheri- | 


tance. As you have therefore re- 
ceived C wriſt Feſus the Zord, ſ0 
walk ye in him. Root'd and built 
up in him, and ſtabliſhed in the 
Faith, as ye have been taught, a- 
bounding therein with Tbankſgi- 
VINg. 

II. To Youth : "Twas toYoung 
ones Mr. Brand delighted to ſpeak 
(in ſome reſpect) above all others, 
to thele was his ZHeart moſt en- 
larged, and his Tongue molt fluent, 
and *ris to theſe my Tongue and 
Pen are moſt {treightned, my con- 
{ciouſneſs ro my ſelf of coming 
ſhort of him in every thing, but 
moſt in this, of his holy Oratory to 
Youth, that Text almoſt frights 
me from ſaying any thing, Fob 6. 
15. How forcible are right words? 

But 
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But what doth your arguing avail 2 


| Not but that I am willing to imt- 
| tate him, and wiſh that my words 


might be his Eccho, 1n more then 


| repeating, a little of that he hath 


ſpoken, and longer than for a ſhort 
time, and with more than a va- 
niſhing faintneſs. I heartily wiſh 
that the Spirit of God would bring 
things to your remembrance ; that 
you might not only thro ſtrength 
of Memory, but through ſtrength 
of Grace, remember the Counſel 
he gave you; what Queſtions he 
put to you upon the Queſtions of 
your Catechiſm, and what Anſwers 
he fo prompted you to make, as 
to make them 'your own ; what 
youthtul Sins, and Temptations he 
warned you againſt, and how he 
preſt you to carly Pzety: How 
he encouraged you from Chriſt's 
being the Childrens advocate againſt 
their captious Accuſers, for fol- 


lowing him with Zoſannahs,Chriſt 


S 3 appiy- 
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applying that of the P/a/mi/t to 


 Pſzl. 8. 2. them, that God by them did ſtill 


the Enemy and the Avenger, 1. e. 
they aid more to the Detrimeat 
of the Devil's Kingdom than moſt 
others. I hope you will never tor- 
get, with what evidence of Rea- 
too, with what warmth of Aﬀecti- 
on, with what convidtion of Con- 
ſcience, he belpoke you for Chriſt, 
I hope you cannot but remember, 
Flere was his Heart, here were his 
hopes, here was his ſleeping, wa- 
king Fhoughts, his Jeeping 
thoughts, his laſt thoughts when 
he went to flcep; - his wakzng 
thoughts, his firſt thoughts when 
he wak'd in the Morning ; here 
was his plouding, praying thoughts; 
his plodazng thoughts, how he 
might uo good to the next Gene- 
ration ; his praying thoughts, 
that God would direct and biels 
uawearicd his Endeavours. You 
know how follicitous he was to give 
you initable Inſtruction, and how 

de- 
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deſirous that you might drink it 
in, as the Farth the Rain. In 
ſhort, I cannot expreſs, pray, do 
you endeavour, that you may pra- 
Ctically conceive, how he did as 
it were travel over you, that 
might be the Comfort of the pre- 
ſent, and the Bleſſing of the next 


Generation.But now God hath taken , x;yg, 2 | 


away your Maſter from your Head 3, 9. 


this day ; you ſhall never more 
Skip for joy at Iis approach- 
ing preſence you ſhall never 
more be cheared with his holy 
Charms ; you ſhall never more be 
provoked by his zrre/iſtzble Per- 
{waſjon. Methinks you can do 
no leſs then cry to God for (what 
Eliſha askt of Elijah) a double 
portion of his Spirit, not twice fo 
much as he had ( 7 know not 
whether that may be expected on 
this fide Glory) but as the firſt- 
bora in dividing of Inheritances , 
twice ſo much as any of the 
Brethren of the Family, fo, 

twice 


| 
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twice ſo much as thoſe who have 
wot had ſuch belps; You will 
be great loſers, 1t your gain be 
not . proportzonable to your Ta- 
lents. Great are our Expecta- 
tions from you; it you do not 
Zeſtir your ſelves to be exem- 
plary tor Piety and Uſefulneſs ; 
good and bad will -jaſtly blame 
you ; the good will mourntfully 
bewail their diſappointment, they 
are big with hopes, that thoſe 
who were the chief of his Care 
and Charge ſhould ſtand up in 
his ſtead, and make it their bu- 
fines to do that by many hands, 
which he did alone, that the 
Ciurch may be no loſer by his 
deatiz, The bad will with ?r:umphb 
ſcorn you (which is a dreadtul 
way of real blaming of you) 
as degenerate Plants there 
accded no ſuch coſt and care to 
make you like them ; How will 
you bear ſuch dagging «pbrai- 
4:2352 But in fhort, how will 

you 
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you anſiver it to my Maſter ? You 
muſt give another kind of ac- 
count to him, than you aid to 
Mr. Brand ; the account he called 


you to, was ſuch, that what was 


faulty might be amended, and 
what was defeftive might be 
made up: Bur when Chriſt ſhall 
call you to an account ( you 
know not how ſoon that will bc ) 
the State of Preparation wHll be 
over ; there will be no more 
(no not a Minutes) fpace tor 
Repentance; no place of reQitymg 
Miſtakes, Now, now 1s your 
time, your only time, your fleet- 
ing, periſhing,expiring tume. There- 
fore an{wer the Convzdions of your 
own Conſciences ; now make 
Conſcience of the performing the 
Promiſes you have made to God 
and him : Now do that in a way 
of Faith and Z7olineſs, that'Chriſt 
may ſay to you, Well done good 
and faithful Servants, enter you 
mmto the Foy of your Lord, 
FINTITS. 


» 


Elogies were ſent, in all the Languages Chrif”s E- 
pitaph was written, (if I may ſo call the Inſcrip- 
tion apon his Croſs) but I'll only preſent you with 
Ft beſe; 

Upon Reverend Mr. Brand. 

T he helpfalleſt of Miniſters and Saints : 

H is Work God bleſt with Grace, or with reſtraints. 

0 n thoſe who felt neither of theſe effe Qs : 

M1 uch may they fear, rheir hardning for negleRs. 


A 11 forts who knew him beſt,they him mot priy?d. 
S trangers alone they were who him deſpis?d. 


B ehold, Report, Admire, never Diſdain : 

R ead'ly to imitate him Heaven to gain, 

A 11 worldly Happineſs, it ſhrinks before : C 
N ever to vy incompetition more : 

| D eath is at hand to open you the Door. 


t' aWake, cXhort, proVokes the Vſe o'th* Story, 
DeCeMMber the firſt he Was taken to Glory. A. 


Upon Reverend Mr. Brand. 


; Hen Primitive Devotion, Zeal and Love 
Fled back to th' Ark like Noab*s weary Dove, 

Heavn left ſome Sparks behind, to let us ſee 

What once we were and (till we ought to be ; 

Some few good Men, and this was one, to ſave 

' A finking World, not only juſt but brave: 

| Nobly he ſtemmi'd the Tide; vaſt Seas roll by 

| And daſh the Rock, but could not mount fo high: 

The ficm Foundation could not fink or ftart, 

| ?Twas deep and ſure, a meek and humble Heart. 
The noiſy Bar the Road to Wealth and Fame 

He ſhuns thoſe gawdy Toys below his aim, 

The d*(pif*d Goſpel all his Thoughts did claim : 

Nor raſhly did the ſacred Charge invade, 

He choſe it as an Office, not a Trade, 

Tcembling the weighty Task he undertook, 

But when engag'd did never backward look. 

His Zeal alike well plac*d and well defign'd ; 

Neither iuk--warm, nor raging, cold nor blind : 

Sworn to no Party, in no Intcreſt he 

But that cf common Chriſtianity. 
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So ſweet, fo affable, his Mind, and Face, 

He prov'd, Good-nature was no Foe to Grace. 
His Charity, like Heav*ns, confin'd to none 3 
Not, even the worſt but ſhar'd his Rain and Sun, 
Tho? with a kinder Influence ſtill he view'd 

Thoſe few, who ſpite o'ti? Faſhion, dared be good. 
Improv'd ev'a old Diſciples, gain'd the young, 
And dropt InſtruQion from his ſilver Tongue. 
Theſe had his Sou), and his true Friendſhip try'd, 
With rheſche pray'd, for theſe he liv'd and dy'd. 
Lov'd 'em fo well, that when Heav'a calld away 
Almoſt hes jn a ſtrait to go or ſtay, 

Til Meditation did the Clouds remove 

And ſhow'd the Glories of the Bleft above. 

What Manfions in his Fathers-houſe prepai*d, 
What Joys by Mortals never ſeen nor heard: 

Then l;ke the Hart whom the hot Caſe invades, 
Who plunges in the Brook from his lov'd ſhades, 
His thirſty Soul breaks out with eager baſt 

And finds thaſe Streams of Bliſs he dy*d to taſte, S, W. 


—{ 


Upon the Death of the Reverend 
Ar. Thomas Brand. 


| 
DF#ath Commands filence 5 but his Death Forbids : 
He Dead muſt Speak by his ſurviving Deeds 

Whoſe Life was Att;on,” and his AGions Life 5 
Purgd from Dead Works; in Y:tal Iſſues Rife ; 
When once the Qu:ck*ning Spirit from above 
Breath'd in a Living Faith, and Adﬀive Love : 

But Slew him firſt 3 while to his Naked Eye 
It did preſent that Dreadful Majefly, 
Which put him to Iſaiab's doleful Cry. 
Vis Lips *»c!ea», and Their's amongſt whom he dwelt, 
Himſelf wndone ; till the Live Cool he felt - 
From off God's Altar, purging Sin away, Ta. 6, 
Then anſwer?d, Here I am, ſend me, | pray. 

Our Goſpel- Altar gave that Holy Fire, 
Which to a Goſpel-Temple did aſpire : Pap. 7» 
That of our Law no longer could content 5 
Seraphick, Love muſt on God's Work be ſent, 

And ſent he was much like another Pau, 
Struck down, he Heard, Reviv'd, Roſe at Cbriji's Cal 3 
Amoneſt his Brethren Labowr?d more than all, 

T II. To's 


II. 


None he would 4o : Had no deſire to Raſe ! 
Whilſt 5uild he might not, in his Father's place - 
Who D.gnify*d by her, yet far outvy'4 
That Grace, and her more highly Dignify*d 
By ſuch a Son : Whom (ah ! ) ſhe had not kneow?, 
When in a Croud, ſhe did im too diſc wy : 
Had ſhe foreſeen, ſure, for tis ſake alone, 
Black Bartt” mew had neverOaticd one, 

Put he his Filial Duty ne*%cr forgot ; 
No more ber Name, than bis own Soul! would blot : 
Strokes, aim'd at her, be*d with his Peril Ward ; 
And to her Worthies paid a juſt Regard; 
Not Brib?d 3; Whilſt he with Generous Content 
Her Titles mig, his own fair Income ſpent, 
Not Held of her yet Twrned to ber Uſe : 
For that's Trac Schrſmr, and the worft Abuſe, 
Which Vogues Dur Church not ſerved, bur undone + 
When Souls to Mhrifi's by al opt means are won?. 


To's Father's Name, or Charrch was no Diſpraces 2 


This his grand Projed z this his ſingle Aims 
Notty*d to Farty, Intereft, or Name : 
Thc Chrijtian Sum with dff: rivg fide agreed, 
Is God's Tin Words, Chriji*s Prayr, the Apoſt!c's Creed : 
No Fre-brand but a burning, ſhining Light, 
Hi- Leve as fervent as his Knowledg- bright : 
This /=jjt not up hiz Mindz That E1fy'4 
Hi, and who knows, how many Souls befide ? 
His ſJonpre, Feet, Hand, and even Pu ſe could Teach : 
His Seaſon'd Speech would daily hourly Preach x 
Yer (weetly fluwing Charn?l, ard Ckain'd the Ear, 
Whilſt he «ould ſpeak, ſwift and intent to hear. 
What ſomc would /tcrics call, were Parablcy, 
At ciice to Fleaje ar.d Pri fr 5 Sacred $jeor, 
< ould Learn lure down to Exrit, Earib ralfe to Heav*n: 
Such {/clp roMen 5 Stch Grace to him was given ! 
Words, backr (andedy'd) by his rare Bounty, cou'd 
Frem +: ſupply the Difoare witha Flowd, 
Fis wife Keproofs. as Ligki.rirg darted in, 
Couid n.c!: hard Hearts, and never raſe the Skinz 
No Scar would make 37417 ont yct wrongt; the Cure within. 
H.s Screen rot a Chance fiarcht Common places 
Put crews to ſuit the Perp/es fiaidici Coſts 
From 24 ly I ord, by Þ, ar, and teaicinng Thought, [ 
With one days V/ Giizrg, Weekly to be Taught 
Haſte f of God to Teavk New, as he Gights 7; 
if 
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His Text he?d follow home , and Heavers too ; 
What Preaching could not, Conference might do : 
On all, and each he'd ſpread the Goſpel- Net : 
Not only for at large, but fingly ſr. 

He'd plow, or even dip the fallow Soil ; 
Plant, and then water with inceffant Toil : 
Would do the Work of an Evangeliſt, 

Humbly Conceal”d under the Catechſt, 
V 


A Catechiſt accompliſht every way, 
Truth to Commend, as well as to diſplay : 
A Maſtcr-builder, who could ſurely lay 
The right Foundation Pgainſt a Trying dy, 

Looſe Truths, he knew leff wnerſtood, ſoon loft 5 
And Pul!pit-Summaries too big for moſt : 
An oft Rckearſed Scheme they muſt retain 5 
Well might conreive, what their own Words made plain * 
Hardly could 4owb!, what they were brought to prove; 7} Pag, 
Or from their wadertaken Duty move z 48. 
And leaſt of all, when wrought jato their Love : 

Perſons hed ſingly, Truths conjendly Teach 5 
H-arers ſhoul4 ſpeak, them 5 and the People Preach, 
Cald, and Conduitel to a ſound R: ply 
By 2neſt;ons fitting cach Capacity. 

2d well hc knew, under ſuch gentle Rain, [ 

& The leaking Sieve muſi yet a Dew retain 3 
& And Frunleſi Trees a Leofic Verdure gain. 

He taught not Parrots, nor would whiſper in 
Such ſounds, as empty Heads ſhould give agen : 
Would ſence by W -rd3, conveigh with holy (lights 
Aot Words ſaggeit by ſer ce conveighd aright. 

Mind, Conſcience, W.ll he?d throwghty Catechize 
Yer not Confeſi the Man 5 Each power ſurprize 
By Chriſtian Wiles for Chrrjt 3 with Holy Paul 
Would, to fave ſome, become aU/ things to al, 


He far above the World, could yet deſcry 
Wiſdon!; hid Paths bc/orw 5 Bur 4rew the Eye 
Still to attend th* «nerring Pol: above, 

By which k:-njelf did ſafely, caimly move, 

Hi; Morning, Evening-D:ws ths Word, Praiſe, Pray'r, 
(And even theſe a Heavenly Manna were) 

Th- Happy. 4-» ſe ſhould with his C1-jer ſhare 3 
Thitkrew him early ofr, long on his Knees, 

( onſtant at fudy, and to him, who ſees 

In ſecret often Faſting, to prepare 

The *.c{ of Souls with utmoſt Pains and Care; 


T ; T! ere 


Sweet, like his Lord, and innocently free ; 
WW:ſeto win Souls by Chriſtian Curteſce, 

Thrice Happy Orb, where ece this $un did ſhine, 
Whoſe Heav”nly Courſe ſhed Influence divine, 
Metedthe Howrrs, and number'd out each Day 
For all, that would obſerve his conftant way : 

His daily Weekly /4-tion 5, yea his Ref 
So Meajur'd, they were Meaſures for the Beſt 

Standingone day, or going back had been 
A Miracle, in him was n:ver (een, 

Heavens Kindneſs in him ſhone to Good and Bat 
Thoſe his L:ght bleſty and theſe his IVarmth made Glad, 

Forth from his Nat:ve Eft this kinder Sun 
R-joy I a large, repeated Courſe to run 
To barren Climates he wouid gladly bring 
Tht6 ſmarteſt //:nier-florms a G-fpel-ſpring : 

But (ah!) more ſwif: than ſtrong ran out of Breath, 
Sunk in a Sza of T:a's, that wail his Dexth ; 

Y-t from his Higheſt South did not decline; b 
S-t upon Heaven's Prime Meridian Line : i + 


There a Fobx Baptzſ# 5 Coming thence he'd be p | 


There does, ths Hid from us. more brightly ſhine, 


But, O the Light diſperſt throughout this Land, 
(Yea Life conv y*d)) by his Infiruttive Hend 
Which rightly found what here he had to do ; 
Writings, too many Were Readers too few : 
There he'd Cull out the Beſt 5 Here al! i,v.te 
O1 Free coſt 5 or for Colanr 4k their Mitc, 
Who S:arving, yet his Treat accepted not, Pap. 57, 58, 
T1!l they might ſ-em, at leaſt 5 to Pay their ſhot. 
Spred thus the Sicred Writ more common prew 5 
Fer, better known, was held more Sacred too, 
None Bwpht more Truth, or Heightier than he 5 
None would lef( Se, or Give jt out more Free, 
The Happy S-temr, that Great Aſſembly drew, Pag, 46, 
F'y Eg/ana's gublick Dottrine vouched True, 
By Ire!ang's Learned Primate voted beſt, 
With Cumber*s for the Temple Service dreſt, 
Sent out by Thouſands /e4ged every where, 
Freely to Teach God*: Knowledge, and his Fear 
V 


F. That Hund:cd thouſand times repeated [Cal',] 
Anſre:*s by Thouſands; yet not Ecard by ail; 

[ DireQion: | 100, with [Now or Never] p eff, 
And many more by | Everlaſting Ret: 


Com- 
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Commended he from the Great Baxter's Pen 


| Spred in an Age how bleft with two ſuch Men ! 


He, at the Head of Twenty thouſand [Guides] Pag. 55. 
Drew after thoſe as many more beſides 
All Offering Freely, or at loweſt Price, 
To lead Men to the Heavenly Paradiſe. 
Pink, Caley, Wade, Dent, [ Scudder*s Daily Wa'k] Pg. 56. 
With [Reyner's Rule] and (to prevent a Balk) 
The [ VindicationJof that Godlinefs, 
They Teach, ſome Mock, few Live; thd& moſt profeſs : 
Theſe giv'n to make Men Practically 3ſc ; Pag. 57. 
To ſuch a Word Polemick, might ſuffice ; $ 
Pool againſt that which Moſt, Worft Errors dons comprize. 
With more and larger Volumes, ſhowing forth 
At once their Authors, and the Donor? worth : 
Some in the P:ainer Dreſs of Charity z 
Others to Cowrt Acceprance by the Eye : 
Here Golden Drops ; but there a Learned Shen”r 
I1to ſome Students Laps he'd frankly pour. 
IX. 


His Perſe as free, as were his conſtant Pains; 
Souls to deliver from their Captive Chains: 
On froward Patients, backward Clents, He 
Would rare Advice bind with as rare a Fee, 
Anſwer'd th:ir Need, or honour'd their Degree. 
Whilſt he the Body fed 5 Twice Welcome Gueſt, 
Whoſe Soul would Welcome its Preſented Feaſt ! 
They whom his Coſt could fit for an Employ 
Civil, or Sacred, were his Crown his Foy. 
The Careand Charge of nunyrous Churckes he 
Suftained by Apoſil:ck Charity 3 
As firſt he rais'd the People, Paſtor, Place, 
Which oft his Pains would kelp, his Preſence grace, 
The Cater hift he planted every where 3 
And © fe would be, throughout his ample Sptere, 
Hird not a few to Teach, more to be Taught ; 
Books for the moſt, and Twme for many Bought, 
Outdoing Mammonr? Pay, the Poor had carn'd, 
Woaile they Goe's York (their Chriſtian Calling) Learr'd : 
Conform to Chriſt, He, to enrich the Poor, 
Made himſelf ſo; Would ſtill cxbawſt his ſtore ; 
As that came on, his Bounty did advance z 
Reſcrving but the Entai/'d Inberitance, 
ARoot of Growing Liverality, 
Which, whilſt he 1:v'd, was certain not to Die : 
(May but his Spirit with that Mantle go; 


And Ctarity ſhall never fail below? x 
; [" 


His Income, all Reta? each Year above, 
Pat owt to Uſe by AHzof Faith, and Love, 
He's now admiring in its vaſt Encreaſe, 
Made ſure forever, Crown'd with joyful Pcace, 


How Bleſſe1he, who only would receive 
Of Heaven's Free Gift, that he might freely give : 
G 26's Alwoncr, a Biſhop thd no Peer, 
{To Charch, and Pooya Fuſt, kind Overſeer. 
He knew his 0-der fre: for Marriage-bands ; 
Was Free in them; they could not Tre hls hand; : 
A 1a'ck (for him by Heaven's Care d-ſign*4) 
H- found He!.fitret to his Generous Mind : 
Thus, C!:11 of Popiſh, feigned Chaftity, 
Did ca ih2ir Fame of Charity outvy : 
T'$ vaif em fearce be told, his Right-hand did, 
Which from 1s Left induftriouſſy was Hid, 
Children he had ; Born, not for Exrth, but Heav'n; 
Tob:n, that gave them, ſo intirely given ; 
The C©.veram for them, fo Improv?4 and Preſt, 
God took them Exvly Ripe ta Endleſs R-fe. 
Tis, was he ſtill Surviving Glorify'd ; 
Fe walkr, 4 1iv'd with God: And when he dy'd, 
efr a Name better than of Children heee 5 
Souls B-r2to God, and Nartw”4 in his Fear. 
:7:s Care for Heaven was 2 He Heaven's Care 5 Pag. 62, 64. 
None ſhou'd be ſet 3 or he eſcap» the Snare : 
O ice I/ay-14i4, to be ferz'd Hei'*s Prifoner ; 
\1:de Heaven's, at Large, jult till the Coaſt was clear : 
'F'wa, fir Hi Feet ſhould hold their Lob-rty 
Waoſe Tongue, Hand, Purſe, to flel\'s deſpite were free 
But (Af !) He ſpent himfelf too Laviſhy: 
I1.z «dy hid not Reſpite, fcarce Reparr 
$-»/: dl {> far Exgroſihis Trme and Cave, 
[ii!, forced 1:ffto!York, he fend Confiyn'd ; 
Facts grewa Pryor to hs Heavinly Mind : 
[71 Trce Years /Peakneſr, and continued Pain 
H in; an his 1c Souly, a heavy Chin; 
yaoi tin ine Feverrth Fire of Native heat, 
iy Firni Fry lrov dd, enr2p'4 by Damping W-t: 
Ho Koh 1 Forrer'd, Swell, This ev'ry Part 
F 12 nan, it vain Purjsd by Medick At; 
Ya i:& ot fomctimes made a daring Halt, 
As frynas $4 the Vitals ro Aſſawli ; 
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Le fixed like (th8 ſince *tis fally known 
His Temperament had nothing of) the Store : 
| An A/ibma too Efſay'd to Top his Breath ' 
| What SkiL could Laoſe ſuch Trrifted Bands of Death ? 
XII. 


He meekly follow'd as lis Caf tein Led ; 
' In doing, ad by Shfftrivg Perfetted: 
Sence overwhelm'd, Fai:h was his Eaſe, and R-8: : 
His Sowl, in Patience quietly pofleſt, 
Humbly ador'4 God's Love, and /ong*d to fre Þ: 
3 
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The Face fo fought by Faith, Hope, Charity 
| He Greateſt in this Greateſt of the Three. , 


| Mifgiving Fear covu!d not his Tom prove, 


Who was eva kere fo Perfect grown in Love ; 
When Work he might not ; Fain he'dgo ro Kf/7 ; 
Could chaoſe to be D:ſſelv*d, as far the Bejt : 

Prepar'd, as one Wife even to Priſage 
That #fidnght-Cry, which Ca'* him off the Stage 
Who, ihe his Sawvony, (tir d him Crucity'd.) 
But Eaſcer far a Blccing Victor dy*d; 

And went in Trizmph to Heavius FWedding-Fca/t 
It Love be Welcome there, a Welcome Guett. 

The Horrear dane to fuch a Memory 

Muſt lay a Tax on all Paſt ers:y : 
A Minor Prophket and a far leſs Poet 
For his own Age alore can never ſkow it - 

Men, Chriſtians, Miniſters, fo many 14:, 
Morte by his means 1-;prev*d, y&t mere £jja,".15 
With all, who Owe a Setvice to that L.r4 
He fo well S145 ſhoutd their brji Aras atford, 
His Name with juſt Acknowtedgments to Grate. 
And with bis Verzwes fill the vacant Place : 

This Compoſition needs muſt fall eco L:w 
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To the READER 
On the BOOK 


| 
| 


| rw here the Effigits of a lovely Soul, | 
Compos'd with a myſterious Harmony | 
Of what ſot're was great and good; Behold, | 
The Pants rude draught the curious Texture, be 
Alone that "formed it ſo good | 
With that ſame Wiſaom underſtood, | 
A Soul too pure to aft a Body here, 
Too great to he confin'd to a Clod of Earth 3 
And ſhackling dull Mortality to bear, 
Impatient to be gone as *twas for birth, 
Tos reſolutely bruk by far | 
To keep's frail Cottage in repair. | 
Bleſt Martyr (ſo I dare that Hero call, | 
As well as thoſe who mount the Heavy'n by fire, 
Who ſacrifices quiet Life and all 
Pufht on by uncontroulable deſire | 
To ſerve the Lord) thy Mem'ry ſhah (fall | 
(Without our Praiſes} grateſul be till this vaſt Fabrich 
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